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Kant’s Hylomorphism in Critique of Pure Reason:
Conception and Characteristics in the History of Philosophy
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7 Abstract N
This paper analyzes Immanuel Kant’s argument on Hylomorphism in Critique of Pure Reason (1781/ 1787)
and clarifies its characteristics in the history of Philosophy. Hylomorphism is one of the most traditional and
important theories and has been used by many philosophers since Aristotle. Although Kant does not use the term
“Hylomorphism,” he examines our cognition through “matter-form.” In the final chapter of the Transcendental
Analytic, titled “On the Amphiboly of the Concepts of Reflection through the Confusion of the Empirical Use of
the Understanding with the Transcendental,” he raises doubts about the usage of this pairing by the preceding phi-
losophers and presents his arguments.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. First, with reference to the amphiboly chapter, it clarifies
the structure of thought using “matter-form.” In this way, “matter-form” is a concept used in “comparison,” and
this comparison is to determine whether form precedes matter or vice versa. However, his criticism of traditional
Hylomorphism focuses on the fact that the “amphiboly of the concepts of reflection” of this decision has been
overlooked. Therefore, this paper first understands what it means for this decision to be amphibolic and then
reconstructs the process to properly determine the relationship between “matter and form.” Particularly, it argues
that a two-step process is necessary: first, to determine whether the thing being compared is phenomena or a nou-
mena; second, to determine whether form precedes matter or vice versa; and third, based on the discussion, it

clarifies the characteristics in the history of Philosophy of Kant’s Hylomorphism.
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