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A Fable “Stephanites and Ikhnilates™ as a Mirror Reflecting its Epoch
— “Cunning Cleverness” in the Eastern Orthodox Church

Kiyoharu MIURA

7 Abstract N
In the Russia-Ukraine war that began on February 24, 2022, the Russian army has cunningly been manipulating
information, which has been termed “false flag operations.” Based on this, the current paper studies some sources
of “cunning cleverness” and their manifestation in the Russian history of religious thoughts in accordance with
the acceptance of a fable named “Stephanites and Ikhnilates”. This fable originated in India as “Panchatantra”,
was translated into Arabian as “Kalila and Dimna”, came to the Eastern Orthodox world and was translated into
Greek as “Stephanites and Ikhnilates”.

“Stephanites and Ikhnilates” is a peculiar product from the Christianity-prevailed medieval era because of its
evil fascination where evil characters gain victories over their good-natured opponents. Among the savage Rus’,
who accepted Orthodox Christianity from the Byzantine as a complete civilization, a kind of tolerance toward
“cunning cleverness,” particularly in the political sense, formed inadequately. This insufficient tolerance toward
“cunning cleverness” was caused by the reality that Christianity in itself had been treating “cunning cleverness”
with utmost wariness, having taught the Rus’ people of their day to avoid the same. However, in the Byzantine
world, such tolerance toward “cunning cleverness” seems to have been steadily cultivated because of classical
legacies inherited from Greek-Roman antiquity. The situation of the Rus’ drastically changed in the 14™ and the
15" centuries, when the rule of the Muscovy great princedom had been established by means of political “cunning
cleverness.”

This paper clarifies the sources of such political “cunning cleverness” by describing political difficulties, which
the Eastern Orthodox World, including the Byzantine imperium and Muscovy great princedom, confronted after
the devastation of Constantinople by the 4™ Crusade. This was when “Stephanites and Ikhnilates” was translated

from Greek to Slavic languages and read by a considerable number of people.
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