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Paintings of Nude from Behind by Saburosuke Okada
—— A Study of the Influence from the Works on the Same Theme by William Merritt Chase

Miho MASHIMO

7 Abstract N
Saburosuke Okada (1869-1939) was a master of modern Japanese Western-style painting and created numerous
graceful images of women. The nudes created by Okada became a canon in modern Japanese Western-style paint-
ing, and the subject of nude from behind is representative of Okada’s art. Previous studies showed that Okada’s
works on this theme may refer to an ancient cave painting and a nude sculpture, in addition to works by his
teacher Raphaél Collin (1850-1916), as well as a work by Dominique Ingres (1780-1867) and others in the 19th-
century French Academy. However, the description of skin like pastel and the unique subject matter, nude from
behind is set against gold backgrounds or dark brown spaces. It cannot be explained only through the influences
of the aforementioned works.

The same theme by William Merritt Chase (1849-1916), an American Impressionist painter who produced
many Japonism paintings, has many similarities with Okada’s works on the subject, such as the motifs, soft skin
texture, hair styles, and the overall spatial composition in which the nude women are positioned. In this study,
through analysis of the works and research of primary source materials, the possibility that Okada’s works entail-
ing nude from behind, such as his masterpiece “Kimono with Iris Pattern” (1927), “Nude from Behind” (late
1910s - early 1920s), and “Nude” (1925), is a reference to and development of Chase’s pastel paintings produced
in 1888 to ca.1901.

Although the results of the research conducted at Saga Prefectural Art Museum did not provide clear evidence
of Chase’s influence on Okada, an analysis of feature articles on Chase in art magazines published in Japan in

January 1917 indicates that Okada had some information about Chase and his works at least by 1917.
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