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Compatibility between Elementary and Secondary Education and Archaeology:
An Approach to ‘Zest for Living’

Risa FUKUDA, Miku YOKOYAMA

7 Abstract N
The Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) has emphasized the
importance of outreach programs that allow researchers and engineers to communicate their work to the public in
accessible ways while considering public concerns. Despite 20 years of outreach efforts in Japan, misunderstand-
ings about archaeology persist. This paper proposes enhancing outreach efforts targeted at elementary and
secondary students as a solution. These activities are designed to align with school needs and promote the "Zest
for Living" outlined in the curriculum guidelines, ultimately improving educational content for children. Exam-
ples of "Zest for Living" include cross-cultural understanding, cross-disciplinary reasoning skills, problem-solving
skills, and more.

This program was implemented for first-year junior high school students in 2021. The classes emphasized
active learning, communication with students, and facilitation. Based on the analysis of the class evaluation sur-
vey, it was determined that a certain degree of effectiveness was achieved in improving the understanding of
archaeology and cultivating a "Zest for Living."

In this paper, although we introduced this as an archaeological outreach activity, outreach activities focusing on
the "Zest for Living" can also be applied to other academic fields. While making the growth of children a top pri-
ority and meeting the basic premise of responding to the needs of educational fields, providing opportunities to
explore academic fields that are unlikely to be encountered in elementary or secondary education or at home
should contribute to expanding the knowledge and perspectives of children.
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