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Chizo’s “Yokyo” in Kaifuusou

Junichi ISHIMARU

Abstract

Kaifuusou contains poems by four priests, all of whom have biographies attached. The biographies of the Kai-
Sfuusou poets are not included after the sixth poet. However, all four priests have their biographies attached. This
suggests that the editor of Kaifuusou is interested in the priests. It has already been pointed out that the biogra-
phies of the priests in Kaifuusou is influenced by the Chinese tradition of Kosoden and Zoku Kosoden. There are
also some expressions that appear to have been accepted from historical books such as official histories. The biog-
raphy of Shaku Chizo shows that he excelled in studies, went to Tang to study, and was honored by the emperor
and appointed as a high priest after returning to Japan. However, according to Chizo’s biography, when he went to
study in Tang Dynasty, he sensed that the monks accompanying him were about to harm him because of his excel-
lence, and that Chizo went “Hihatsu Yokyo.” “Hihatsu Yokyo” means to mess with one’s hair and pretend to be
insane, and this expression can also be found in biographies of Buddhist priests. However, it is a strange figure
that represents the priest’s transcendence. However, “Yokyo” is used in Chinese history books, and there are many
examples of people who are not priests. In addition, it is said that Chizo went “Yokyo” to avoid harm from the
monks accompanying him. In the context of Confucian values such as official history, it is used to protect himself
from the dark ruler, and it is similar to his case. Even though it is the same “Yokyo,” the ideal way of life of the
editors of “Kaifuso” appears in the way it is used in a manner that is closer to the context of Confucian values
than the way it is expressed as biographies of Buddhist priests.

[T 'ON TVNYNOf SV VAdSVM

371 (36)



