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“Geese” and “Reeds” in Classical Literature and Painting in Japan and China
— Reception in Japan up to the Heian Period —

Zhuojing YANG

7 Abstract
In China, the combination of “geese” and “reeds” has been highly valued, not only in literature but also in
paintings, due to its intricate and diverse symbolic meanings. However, in Japanese poetry of the Nara and Heian
periods, the pairing of reeds and geese was seldom mentioned. While one poem in “Kokinshu” includes this
theme, it is noticeably absent in later imperial anthologies. In Yamato-e paintings, geese symbolize spring and
autumn, while reeds represent winter. Geese are associated with elevation, whereas reeds, less frequently used,

symbolize the harshness of winter.

[#] v [F] TS TERrCENR OFo

In summary, “geese” in Yamato-e paintings until the Heian period conveyed a powerful image of “flying
geese,” while the depiction of “geese” by the water (with reeds) as seen in Chinese reed geese paintings, was
absent. The reasons for this difference may stem from the limited association between “geese” and “reeds” in Jap-

anese literature and the challenge of understanding and accepting Chinese representations of reed geese in Japan

during that era.
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