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An Overview of Commentaries, Modern Translations, and Digests of The Tale of Genji:

From the Meiji Period to the Beginning of the Showa Period

Hidenori JINNO

7

Abstract

These research notes present an overview of and, to the extent possible, highlight particular commentaries,
modern-language translations, and digests of The Tale of Genji published from the Meiji period to the beginning
of the Showa period. An overview like that has, of course, been created before now; however, an overview con-
taining information as to how many annotations are appended or what kind of characteristics distinguishes each
commentary, translation, or digest has never been produced. Furthermore, there is no resource that concisely veri-
fies whether or not a modern-language translation or digest was published alongside the original text or with
footnotes. Regarding the modern reception of The Tale of Genji, a number of prominent authors and poets assert
that research on Genji’s modern translations is at its peak; however, this may not be the case when the current
state of the field suggests that we cannot easily ascertain why most of the vast number of commentaries, modern-
language translations, and digests concerning The Tale of Genji simply receive no attention, or even distinguish
what type of books these are in the first place. The present research notes compile the main points of each text,
including information about the verified contents, qualities and distinctive characteristics, and annotator/transla-

tor, while also summarizing the texts in a consolidated review.
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