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A Study of Negotiations in the Silla-Bohai Contact Zone:
Historical Geography Research using GIS

LEE Sungsi

7 Abstract N

The imperative role of fieldwork in East Asian ancient history research has faced considerable challenges over
the past three years due to the COVID-19 pandemic, rendering overseas research impractical. In view of this, the
question arises as to what extent it is possible to utilize GIS for historical geography research, which is tradition-
ally reliant on fieldwork. This presentation will consider this feasibility in the context of the humanities, illustrated
through a case study conducted within the specific research constraints imposed by the pandemic.

The case study in focus aims to unravel the dynamics of contact zone relations between Silla and Bohai from
the 8th to the 10th centuries. In the latter half of the 7th century, the kingdom of Silla overthrew Goguryeo and
engaged in warfare with Tang China; as it advanced further north into contact zones with the former Goguryeo
domain, it established a number of military garrisons, including the “Northern Garrison” (Pukchin). In 886, a
northern tribe initiated relations with Silla by affixing a wooden scrap (mokuhen) to a tree inside the garrison,
inscribed with a 15-character message of peace (K 2 [E| 5- 27K [E] A (b8 5 [E R ).

It has been deduced that the Poroguk (2 [¥]) and Hulsuguk nations (F7K[¥]) mentioned in the inscription per-
tain to two Malgal tribes that lived in the Bohai region bordering Silla. Notably, direct negotiations were avoided.
This study seeks to elucidate the specific regions of contact and the characteristics of indirect negotiations
employed by these people. In order to better understand the nature of their communication, which took the form
of a 15-character wooden document, I intend to utilize GIS to explore the geographical spaces in which such writ-

ten transmissions occurred, and thereby gain insights into the inner worlds inhabited by the people of that era.
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