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Wang Yi and the Novels’ Publication of The HuiWenTang Press

Zipeng LUO

7 Abstract N
Huiwentang Press was a lithographic publishing house founded by Tang Shougian and others at the end of the
Qing Dynasty. It mainly compiled, printed, and sold teaching books and legal books at first, and has published
novels during the Republic of China. Except for Cai Dongfan’s “Historical Popular Interpretation” series, Wang
Yi’s “Strange Case” novels were the most important ones among all the newly written novels it has published.
Wang Yi, a new-style school teacher who has taken part in the imperial examination in the late Qing Dynasty, a
Hangzhou writer who has published short stories in newspapers and magazines in the early Republic of China,
published at least twelve novels in Huiwentang Press. According to the Press’ catalog, these works accounted for
about one third of the total number of new novels published by the Press in the 1920s, but such a number of
works has not received enough attention of the fiction circle at that time. were perhaps not been keenly observed
was probably because Huiwentang Press has focused more on publishing traditional classical novels, because
the Press’ editorial groups were mainly people from Hangzhou and Xiaoshan, and it had not kept up with the
trend of entertainment and leisure of novels in the early Republic of China. These conservative novel publishing
strategies prevented the Press from better expanding the editorial business of novels in the Republic of China,
which not only buried novelists like Wang Yi, but also placed it at a disadvantage in the market competition of

novels.
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