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The Implications of the Narrative Iconography of the Conception of Mary
in 14™ and 15" Century Italy

Yoshiko FUKUDA

7 Abstract N

After Virgin Mary was officially recognized as the “Mother of God” (Theotokos) in 431, many church walls
were decorated with narrative versions of the “Life of Mary” beginning with the story of her parents in the Byzan-
tine world. The biblical canon does not mention anything about Mary before the Annunciation, and the source is
the apocryphal Gospel of James (Protoevangelium Jacobi). On the other hand, in Western Christianity, the
Pseudo-Matthaeus Evangelium and the Evangelium de Nativitate Mariae, both derived from the Original Gospel
of James, and the Golden Legend written by the Dominican Order, Giotto created wall decorations in a narrative
style following Byzantine art for the Scrovegni Chapel in Padua. The “Mary’s conception” discussed here does
not mean the “virgin conception” in which Mary conceived Christ. It refers to Mary’s mother Anna’s conception
of Mary; the Eastern Orthodox Church traditionally celebrates the feast of Anna’s conception. However, in the
West, which inherited this tradition, whether or not this day should be celebrated is a subject of debate. This is
because in Western Christianity, which has the concept of original sin derived from Augustine, the conception of
Mary was associated with the problem of original sin. The concept of sin derived from Adam" fall is different in
the East, where sin is associated with death, and in the West, where sin itself is perceived as original sin. There-
fore, even the same narrative scene should be expressed and interpreted differently in the Byzantine world and in
the Western Christian world. In this paper, I would like to consider how the Western Christian world read Mary’s
conception in the narrative iconography, focusing on the scene of the “Encounter at the Golden Gate” where the
Byzantine world read the conception of Mary.
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