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A Study on the Relationship between the Singing and Performance of Qujia
and Historical Theme Plays during the Late Qing and Republican Dynasties

Xuelai PEI

7 Abstract N

During the late Qing and Republic of China periods, Jiangnan Opera Society gradually matured, with not only
a large scale and many composers, but also a considerable number of historical themed plays. There are different
definitions and controversies regarding historical dramas, and this article adopts a narrow definition, which is lim-
ited fiction based on historical figures and events. During the late Qing and Republic of China periods, the
historical theme plays in Qushe's singing and performance were mostly in the form of fragmented plays, often
adept at deeply portraying the emotional world, inner struggles, and life and death choices of theatrical characters
in the historical context, becoming the “re creation” after the “re creation” of historical playwrights. These plays
use music scores as an important carrier and have been passed down by the performers of the opera family, thus
radiating new vitality and charisma, conveying the spirit and charm of historical figures, and showcasing the pure

and eternal charm of national culture.
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