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The layout of Kokubun-S6ji temple from the pagoda point of view (the first part)

Wataru TAKAHASHI

7 Abstract N
This paper elucidates how the spatial arrangement of Kokubun-Sgji temples along the ancient Tokaido and
Tosando highways underwent changes influenced by shifts in the ideological underpinnings of pagodas.
Kokubun-Soji temples were uniformly established throughout the nation in the mid-8th century by Emperor
Shomu’s edict. However, the established Kokubun-Soji temples exhibit layout characteristics in their spatial layouts
rather than uniform. The factors contributing to this phenomenon remain largely unclarified. Consequently, within this
discourse, the focus is directed towards temples along Tokaido and Tosando. Particularly, a detailed analysis of
the pagoda structures has been conducted, elucidating the pivotal epochs at which the spatial arrangement of
Kokubun-Saji temples took form. Concretely, information pertaining to 65 relevant temples was gathered primarily
from reports and related documents. Specifically, four analyses were undertaken, encompassing a foundation stone of
pagoda, a platform of the pagoda’s base, intercolumniations of the pagoda, and the visible area of the pagoda.

The construction of pagodas in Kokubun-Saji temples along Tokaido and Tosando can be interpreted as having
occurred under distinct ideological premises when compared to conventional practices. As a result, these pagodas
subsequently exerted a significant influence on the spatial configuration of temple complexes. This phenomenon
can be attributed to three key factors. First, an examination revealed that the foundation stone of the pagoda
within Kokubun-Soji temples lacked the customary function of enshrining Shari relics. Second, a revelation
emerged regarding the standardization of the base platform design across pagodas within Kokubun-Séji temples.
Lastly, it became evident that while a correlation between the visible areas of the pagodas and the overall temple
layout existed prior to the establishment of Kokubun-Sgji temples, this correlation was notably absent in the
context of Kokubun-Saji temples.
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