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On Tendo K& in Buddhist Miracle Tales and Paintings:
From Gaoseng Zhuan (& 815 to Konjaku Monogatarishu %5 & YREHE

Pengwei CUI

7

Abstract

This study compares the depiction of fends in both Chinese and Japanese miracle tales from Gaoseng Zhuan to
Konjaku Monogatarishu and examines the background of the appearance of tendo in the Amida Raigo-zu.

First, the meaning of fendo in Buddhist scriptures was confirmed, and the image of fendo in Chinese spiritual
tales was analyzed. Tendo and Tendoji K#T originally refer to young heavenly beings, while shotendaji i K
¥ and tenshodoji Kiti# 1~ are their plural forms, respectively. The Chinese sources use few words to describe
the appearance of fends, whereas the Japanese sources tend to describe them in detail.

Next, the reasons for the appearance of tendo in the Amida Raigo-zu are examined, paying attention to the rela-
tionship between the function of tendo and the way it is depicted in Japanese documents, including paintings, and
the differences between the two countries are highlighted. By the time of the Konjaku Monogatarishu, the image
of the tendo, with its fine appearance and styled hair, was well established. The earliest extant reference to the
tends as a messenger of the Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss is in the Nihon Ojogokurakuki HAREAMEERL. Tt is
unlikely that this idea was introduced to Japan from China. Considering that previous studies have noted that the
origin of the appearance of the jibandoji I 1 in the Amida Raigo-zu is found in the Buddhist rites of the
Heian period, the prototype of the appearance of the children mingling with the raigo-no-shaju FeM OB
described in the Nihon Ojogokurakuki is thought to be the children who appear in the mukaeks W5l (Buddhist
memorial service) founded by Genshin J5{5 . The description in Daoxuan’s J&'H Zhong Tianzhu Sheweiguo
Qihuansi tujing "R EHFIENEFXIFE (an illustrated text for the Jetavana Monastery of Vaisali in Central
India) in which the bell of Mujys-in & FE of Gion-shaja TS is described in detail is in the background.
Thus, the lively Buddhist rituals such as mukaeko, which were held in the late Heian period, were the trigger for

the depiction of a child in the Amida Raigo-zu.
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