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Sourced Expressions in the Tale of the Indoctrinating Dragon of the Enoshima-Engi
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Abstract

This study examines the sources of the words and expressions used in the tale of the indoctrinating evil dragon
of the Enoshima-Engi.

First, the passage where the five-headed dragon brings disasters shares common expressions with the Doken
Shonin Meidoki, where the Daijo-Itokuten and his attendants bring disasters. The similarity is not only in terms of
the wording. The dragon and Daijo-Itokuten have in common that they are taught by Buddhism and eased their
evil intentions, so they turn into good deities. In addition, the other parts of the Enoshima-Engi contain expres-
sions similar to those in the Doken Shonin Meidoki. Considering the above, the compiler of the Enoshima-Engi is
thought to have referred to the Doken Shonin Meidoki.

Next, the quotations and expressions related to Heike-Monogatari are found throughout Enoshima-Engi. In par-
ticular, in the description of the grieving people, there is a quotation from the description of the Yamata-no-Orochi
in Heike-Monogatari. Furthermore, in the text of Enoshima-Engi, there is a combination of the expression in
Xinfeng Zhe Bi Weng by Bai Juyi, which is quoted by Heike-Monogatari, and an expression that is unique to
Heike-Monogatari.

The phrase “Gonjaku wo taru” was used for various deities, especially the Hachiman. Its use in the literature of
the Sanno Shintd is particularly important in light of the association with the Tendai sect. The description of
Enoshima-My®jin in the form of a heavenly maiden, as “Gonjaku,” suggests that Enoshima-My&ajin was not com-
pletely regarded as Benzaiten itself, as well as the idea that Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are superior to deities.

Finally, the connection between the “Tendosan Shogakuji Kannon Bosatsu Engi” and Enoshima-Engi is high-
lighted. The two share a similarity in that an evil dragon living in a lake is indoctrinated, and the appearance of
the land is also changed.

It is suggested that dragon lore existed in the area centered on Enoshima, Zushi, and Numama, and it is likely
that Enoshima-Engi was established within this tradition.
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