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‘We ni kakitaru yau’ and ‘We ni kakamahoshi’ in Heian Kana Literature

Zhuojing YANG

7

Abstract

This paper first analyses the usage of the expressions like ‘we ni kakitaru yau’ (like a painting) and ‘we ni kaka-
mahoshi’ (the writer or the character desire to have the scene captured in a painting) in The Tale of Genji, and
examines whether there is a tendency towards ‘stillness’ or ‘movement’ in individual instances. Furthermore, it
broadens the perspective to the Heian period kana literature and analyses whether there is a distinction between
these two uses. Even there are several subtle examples, but overall, it can be said that ‘we ni kakitaru yau’
expresses a ‘static scene’, while ‘we ni kakamahoshi’ expresses a ‘dynamic scene’.

In addition, it seems that expressions likened to ‘paintings’ started from ‘we ni kakitaru yau’, which is closely
connected to the idea of ‘still paintings’. However, since The Tale of Genji, ‘we ni kakamahoshi’ has been devel-
oped as an expression for scenes that have a nature that exceeds that of conventional paintings. It should be noted
that the Eika Monogatari uses nine examples. In the Eika Monogatari, the expression is used to compose public
ceremonies and death-related scenes. Such usage also appears to have been inherited in the later Heian period
tales.
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