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The Life Process of Youth Mainlander Soldiers in Taiwan:
Marriage, Military Retirement, and Employment in the 1960s and 1970s

Longlong ZHANG

7 Abstract N

In 1949, the Kuomintang (KMT, Chinese Nationalist Party) army suffered a major defeat in the third Chinese
Civil War (from 1946 to 1949). Consequently, approximately 1.2 million mainlanders moved to Taiwan with the
KMT authorities, known as “the Great Retreat.” Among those mainlanders, approximately 600,000 were KMT
service members. This study takes as its subject the “youth mainlander soldiers” (youth soldiers), aged 20 to 25 at
the time of the Great Retreat, and clarifies their life process in the 1960s and 1970s through the life events such as
marriage, military retirement, and employment.

By the early 1970s, the timing and form of life events of the youth soldiers were strongly regulated by an
authoritarian regime. The semi-compulsory recruitment measures unduly overextended the military life of the
youth soldiers. These soldiers could hardly accumulate the necessary human capital and property expected in their
twenties and were eventually excluded from the marriage market in Taiwan. In addition, they retired from the
army in their 40s, and it was too late to change their role from servicemen to workers or other social roles. In the
life course after the military retirement, a clear division was drawn between soldiers (including lower-class offi-
cers) and upper-class officers, according to the support system of the Veterans Affairs Council, which was an
extension of the authoritarian regime. Although youth soldiers left the army in the middle of life, in the context of
Taiwan’s rapid economic growth, they were able to get a job through the support system of the Veterans Affairs
Council or by using the network between former military friends. However, due to the limited number of jobs
available, most were limited to manual labor, regardless of whether they had received the assistance of the Veter-
ans Affairs Council.
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