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“Evangeliar Karls des Grofen” in the Context of The Court School of Charlemagne
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7 Abstract N

The manuscript “Evangeliar Karls des GroBen” (Miinchen, Ludwig-Maximilians Uni. Bibl., Ms. Cim. 1) is one
of the Carolingian Gospels, made around 800 CE, but it includes no portrait of the Evangelists, only initial illumi-
nations. Based on its style of illuminations and codicological details, the manuscript has a close relationship with
the Court School of Charlemagne, although the attribution of the manuscript to the Court School is controversial.
From the viewpoint of Carolingian art history, the manuscript is obviously important; however, it has not been
sufficiently discussed in detail to date.

This study presents two discussions. First, to confirm the attribution of the manuscript to the Court School. Sec-
ond, through a comparison of illuminations and scripts, to consider it as a missing link not only between two
tendencies of manuscripts of the Court School, the luxurious and the moderate manuscripts, but also between
Fulda manuscripts.

The initial illumination at the beginning of Mark's Gospel, depicting three medallions with biblical figures, is
also found in other manuscripts of the Court School in the same place except for ms. Arsenal 599. The initial illu-
mination with figural medallions seems to be particularly similar to ms. Harley 2788. Comparing letters, almost
all letters of the Court School are written in gold, while those of “Evangeliar Karls des Grolen” are partially writ-
ten in gold, that is, only the first column of the initial page. Despite this difference, the manuscript can be
characterized as having a relationship with both tendencies of the Court School and can be attributed to the Group.

In addition, taking the manuscript's illuminated letters and initial illuminations into consideration, the Fulda
manuscripts show obvious similarity.

Based on these facts, this study suggests that the manuscript is the missing link between both the tendency of

the Court School and a prototype of the Fulda Manuscript's model in the Court School.
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