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Otherness from the moral perspective

Kota WATANABE

7 Abstract N

The moral philosophy of Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) is often criticized as having a lack of concern for others.
However, these objections are thought to be a misunderstanding of Kant’s metaphysic. This study clarifies some
perspectives in Kant’s ethics from which we can and must relate to others.

First, to clarify disputed points, this study reviews the objection to Kant’s ethics, especially that by W. Kuhl-
mann and K. O. Apel. Opponents’ assertions are formulated as “methodological solipsism” that Kant’s moral
philosophy requires us to consider the interests of others only after the moral principle was established. These
opponents insist that all ethics should be turned to focus on communication, whereas Kantian ethics cannot. Sec-
ond, in response to these criticisms, this study considers earlier research that applies Kant’s argument to enable
the production of the notions of responsibility and accountability through which we must respond and account to
anyone. These discussions demonstrate that the Kantian approach has left the possibility of reconstruction on the
basis of communication with others. Third, reverting to Kant’s literature, this study confirms that it is Kant’s own
position that we can be obliged directly by the others’ requests. This claim is necessitated from the perspective
that we try to determine according to moral demands.

In the course of reasoning, it is from this moral perspective that can be provided only by the metaphysical read-
ing of Kant’s ethics that other rational beings emerge. The result of this study firmly establishes that, by accurately
interpreting Kant’s literature, Kant’s ethics demand to concern and deliberate others’ preferences not externally
but directly. The author concludes that far from a lack of concern for others, Kant’s moral philosophy has the

structure to take the others’ requests seriously.
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