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A comparative study on the thematic coincidence between Achir-Ahikar stories

and stories of abandoned older people from the East

Kiyoharu MIURA

7 Abstract

folklore) versions revealed the following conclusions:

1. The origin of the stories of abandoned older people is those of an Assyrian councilor Achir-Ahikar.

relinquished.

tragic end of the Assyrian empire.

ues of ancient Greek Gods were transformed into statues of Buddha.

as well as sea and at last reached Japan, adding new riddles and solutions and abandoning older ones.

The author provides a series of considerations on the structural coincidence between Achir-Ahikar stories from
the Middle East and Slavic countries and stories of abandoned older people from India and Eastern Asia. Analysis

of the structure of tales from medieval Russian, Aramaic, Greek, Indian, Chinese, and Japanese (old medieval and

2. The common plot of the two types of stories is as follows: Because of the malice of Actor(B), Actor(C) shel-
tered Actor(A). Actor(D) made unconscionable demands on Actor(B) by setting riddles that are difficult to
solve. Actor(B) failed to solve them. In place of Actor(B), sheltered Actor(A) solved them, and Actor(B) was

3. An Achir-Ahikar type of stories is supposed to have appeared in its initial form as a hidden memory of the

4. Stories on Achir-Ahikar, considered to date back to the period of the fall of the ancient Assyrian empire (7 C.
BC), were widespread in the medieval era of the Middle East and Eastern Europe and arrived in India some
time in the Hellenistic cultural interchange (4 C. BC- 1. C. BC). This type of stories, focused on the life les-
sons passed down from the older generation to a younger generation, maintained the initial structure. However,

they were transfigured into another narrative, focused on the pleasure of solving riddles, just as Gandara stat-

5. From India, this transfigured type of story spread to the East with Buddhist thoughts on the silk roads by land
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