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The Concept of the Intelligible World in Kant’s Ethics

Suzu NAKAMURA

7 Abstract N

This study seeks to accurately determine the concept of “the intelligible world” in Immanuel Kant’s (1724-
1804) deontology and to clarify its importance in our consciousness of duty. To this end, this study first examines
the concept of the intelligible world in contrast to its counterpart, “the sensible world,” by exploring the Critique
of Pure Reason and the Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. We then demonstrate that the intelligible world
governed by the law of freedom is always considered in contrast to the sensible world under the law of nature.
Second, some statements in Critique of Practical Reason as the main object of study are added, focusing on the
passages where the sensible world is grounded on the intelligible world (IV451) or where the sensible world is
given the form of the intelligible world (V43). Furthermore, the relationship between these two worlds is recon-
structed based on the function of “will” while considering previous studies. Based on the previous discussion, this
study concludes by revealing that the concept of the intelligible world contributes to directing the human will to
ground its rational principles in sensible unconditional rationality. Thus, it can be concluded that the representa-
tion of the intelligible world has the conceptual significance of being an essential structure of thought for Kant’s

theory of obligation.
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