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The Qing Dynasty Drama “YingwuMengJi” and its Author Zhao Guanxiao

Yanlin CHEN

7 Abstract N\
“YingwuMengJi> (%527 i) is signed “Zhao Kaixia compilation.” However, the author’s biography is
unknown, or it is believed that he was from the Ming Dynasty. Today, according to his poetry anthology “Zhu-
Wuli” (W7%3), and with reference to other historical material, such as the local chronicles, Zhao Kaixia’s
original name was Zhao Guanxiao; he had other names such as Kaixia, Kanxia, people from Gui’an (Huzhou
today), Zhejiang. He was born in the ninth year of the Kangxi era (1670) and experienced several failures in the
imperial examinations. In the fifty-sixth year of the Kangxi era (1717), at the age of 48, he gave up the imperial
examinations and retired to the countryside. He died in the first year of the Yongzheng era (1723) at the age of 54.
Zhao Guanxiao excelled in poetry and Chinese operas and was good friends with the theater writer Qiu Lian. He
was close to his fellow villagers, Jiang Qiulv and Yan Yunhong, but his life was more similar to that of Jiangsu
and Zhejiang. Jiang selected and published “ZhuWuJi” before his death. The “YingwuMengJi” was engraved

around Zhao’s 40th year (1709) and may have been performed at the AnQinwang’s residence.
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