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“National” Identities in Okinawa:
Empirical Analysis of its Bearers and Relationship with Political Attitudes

Shunsuke TANABE

7 Abstract N
This study investigates various types of national identities held by contemporary Okinawan people. By analyz-
ing quantitative data obtained in 2017, this study clarifies the distribution of identity types and examines bearers’
social attributes by type. The study also reveals the relationship between the types of national identities and politi-
cal attitudes related to Okinawan social issues. The results of the statistical analysis showed that over 50% of
Okinawans chose a mixed identity as “Okinawan and Japanese,” a quarter selected “Okinawan,” and only less
than 15% identified as (only) “Japanese.” Except for age (or cohort) and Okinawan birth, other typical social
attributes such as social stratification cannot predict the type of identity; therefore, national identities in Okinawa
are mainly dependent on personal choices. Meanwhile, national identities strongly correlate with political opin-
ions such as Okinawan political autonomy. This shows that “(Okinawan) identity is a more important factor than
(economic) ideology” for Okinawan public opinions. Additionally, stronger Okinawan identities encourage the

enforcement of domestic administration, although only 5% chose “independent” from Japan.
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R3 TAT T4 7 BREEBUEORE (2BA7TY 1 AEATHAA N=261)
MREA (N=125) HAAN (N=76)
B S.E. pfE B S.E. pfE

- 0.016 0.007 0.028 0.004 0.009 0.685
(I EDENE 0.170 0.179 0.342 0.123 0.223 0.581
T i R A 0.143 0.165 0.387 -0.064 0.209 0.757
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SN NN
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SRR 0.082 0.360 0.820 -0.346 0.495 0.484
YR -2.788 1.127 0.013 -0.554 1.336 0.679
SELDE R EL

Cox & Snell 0.132
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T ffi 22 1.726 1.867 1.451 1.364 0.773 1.172 1.496

ZH56EHHHEETEMD OMRIREIN TS, BWEGRTH2HRY., FAERFHOEHETS 5 %S —
WX AP IOV T T E L 2 v A4 F 22k > TH D, FRHCREEMIZ 0.5 28 A2 2 HOdHE & & >
T3, ~HEETIRARE T 7 ZEN. REGEHE <A F ZENZH 2 O/ X v, fER, s
ZEDOZDOVFMEDZEIIE B LS 06 K4 ¥ MEEE A S, D EOXH i, LZEEMH 4 %o IcHRE
25, TR IARE IS DN T RT3 2 h A B,

SOICHERT Y b T 2 PN S O, R ) K. KEEM OGO T REENOIFERETH 5,
MHTIRERBIZTIZATHADITH LT, EEFETIRE BITFAIZ~A F AL LT 5, ZOHEHMED
ZELHRMEIZ 07 K4 v FEA, ROKEREMOTTREGES 05484 v & ERlS, 72720, 2 DOFEE
B OERERE T EENC IR THHET — 2 TRE NI 25, MMATE —EREOEROME RSB Z L
IRENTNB,

—HTHARRT AV #, pEE WS [E] IS8T 2008Z 1200 T, wiie 2ETIERE 2223 Tuk
W, MO ANLE [KH] L, THbh] EEF2 5 A48 < —EBICAEIET 5. Lo LIRS Ol R
A A A BRD . RFEEDKELAEIEXZITHS, 2F0, (HARICHEEfah &0 ) EIRTO)



MWREICBFD [FaF ] - PATFTVY T4 T4

[KH] A%1E, WETERETE IS DBIRTSH 2 Z L3S TH S, F72FRHC, KIEEHE TN
FEINLHEEMHDOAALHBE D DTG [ROR] TEhanZeid, ZOMRPLEWo,Ich 57z nA K
7o

Tk, DLEO XS BIFEEL, T2 a T - TAT VYT AT ALK S TERDEZDTHA I »o ZORIETE
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