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A Discourse on Toson Shimazaki’s Sannin
——Matsumoto, the College Town, and the Education of Women——

Yutaka KURIHARA
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Abstract

Toson Shimazaki’s novel, Sannin, published in the magazine Kaizé in April 1924, tells the story of Tokyo resi-
dent Saneko Matsuo. She visits two former schoolmates, Momoko Nakagawa and Tokuko Uryu, who are teaching
at a girls’ school in Matsumoto. While spending time together at a hot spring inn, Saneko comes to the realization
of their mutual inability to see eye to eye. The novel had been fairly well-received at the time of publication, but
drew criticism for its concrete depiction of the main protagonist Saneko, in contrast with its vague portrayal of the
inner world of Momoko and Tokuko despite the title Sannin (meaning “three people”). Moreover, after it was
made public that Saneko had been modelled after Shizuko Kato, who married Toson four years after the publica-
tion of Sannin, the novel was alluded to only as an extension of discussions concerning the romantic relationship
between the two, leaving extremely few opportunities to consider the text itself.

In light of that, this paper focuses on the opposing views on education in Matsumoto in the era when Sannin
was written. Liberal education that valued students’ individuality had flourished in Nagano Prefecture around the
1910s to 1920s, particularly in Matsumoto. However, there were aspects of liberal education that contradicted
with existing national morals, so conflict with the national/prefectural educational policy began to surface. Conse-
quently, teachers who were for liberal education became linked with radical social thought, and were banished
from the education sector. In contrast, moral education subjects that upheld conservative views of men and
women were valued once again.

This paper sheds light on the critical nature of the social thought presented in Sannin, which has been over-
looked in reviews of the novel to date. This is positioned within the contentious notions of education in
Matsumoto, as depicted by the indecision demonstrated by Momoko and Tokuko—whom Saneko used to regard
as excellent students—on whether or not to continue teaching. At the same time, this paper attempts to highlight

the male reader’s gaze, which unconsciously takes the premise of “Center = Tokyo’s literary circles” for this text.
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