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, Abstract N

The present paper focuses on the pottery assemblages from the Shakhristan and the roof tiles recovered in the
Rabat of Ak Beshim during the 2015 seasons, to corroborate the chronological framework in the last volume and
discern the technological characteristics.

A tentative chronology is submitted through a comparative study of pottery assemblages between the Rabat and
the Shakhristan of Ak Beshim. In view of wares, form compositions and types the pottery assemblages from
Strata II and III at the Rabat could be comparable with the late Stratum I at the Shakhristan, dated around the tenth
to the eleventh centuries AD. Therefore, it is assumed that the early Stratum I at the Shakhristan preceded Stratum
IIT at the Rabat. The result indicates that the Rabat had been occupied until the late Kala Khanid period at the
latest.

An analysis of the roof tiles from the Rabat reveals some chronological implications and technological features.
Those consist of the excavated ones from Stratum IV in the Trench 1 at the Rabat and the collected ones on the
surface. Based on 3D recording and digital photography as well as observations through the naked eyes, various
production techniques were recognized, some of which could have originated from China, though the highly
standardized products imply a limited period of use.

Conclusive dating and cultural tradition of Stratum IV at the Rabat will be discussed in the final report.
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