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(1) The first film he sees with his new glasses is Pasolini's Gospel According to St Matthew. It is an
unsettling experience. After five years of Catholic schooling he had thought he was forever beyond the
appeal of the Christian message. But he is not. The pale, bony Jesus of the film, shrinking back from the
touch of others, striding about barefoot issuing prophecies and fulminations, is real in a way that Jesus of
the bleeding heart never was. He winces when nails are hammered through the hands of Jesus; when his
tomb is revealed to be empty and the angel announces to the mourning women, ‘Look not here, for he is
risen, and the Missa Luba bursts out and the common folk of the land, the halt and the maimed, the
despised and rejected, come running or hobbling, their faces alight with joy, to share in the good news, his
own heart wants to burst; tears of an exultation he does not understand stream down his cheeks, tears
that he has surreptitiously to wipe away before he can emerge into the world again. (Coetzee, Scenes, 273)

(2) My opinion is that under the gaze of history he felt there was no way in which he could separate
himself off from the Afrikaners while retaining his self-respect, even if that meant being associated with all
that the Afrikaners were responsible for, politically. (Coetzee, Scenes, 464)
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(3) There is no point in embarking on an adventure in prose if one lacks confidence that one will be alive
the next day to carry on with it. He plays with thoughts like these - the thought of poetry, the thought of
prose - as a way of not writing. (Coetzee, Scenes, 480-481)
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