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March 23, 2020

Message from the Dean

To the Parents & Guardians of Students
who are participating in the Study Abroad Programs

As a result of the Novel Coronavirus global outbreak, we can understand that the parents and
guardians of SILS students who are participating in the study abroad programs must be extremely
concerned. In light of the rapid expansion of infected regions and the urgency, the School of
International Liberal Studies (SILS), on top of the warning alerts sent by the Center for International
Education (CIE), has sent out four messages directly to all the students who are currently
participating in study abroad programs.

Despite the urgency, students are able to calmly judge the current situation and make a sound
decision. As the dean, | would like to express my utmost respect and sincerest thanks. In such an
urgent situation, | would also like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the parents and guardians
who have swiftly responded to the students’ concerns.

Please find below a summary of the messages delivered to the students. The dates are all Japan
Standard Time (JST).

1) For SP1 students, whose mother tongue is Japanese, SILS has granted the following special
provision: half-a-year study abroad program would be considered as a one-year study abroad
program, thus fulfilling the SILS study abroad graduation requirements. In addition, the credits
earned in half a year (up to the end of March 2020) will be reviewed for credit transfer. These
provisions have been implemented in stages from March 13 to 17. After March 17, they apply to all

SP1 students who are enrolled in all the university-wide exchange institutions worldwide.

2) All study abroad students are able to register for courses, offered by Waseda University, for the
spring semester of 2020. This also applies to the students who have not decided whether to be
reinstated as Waseda University students in the spring semester of 2020 or to continue the study
abroad programs. The students were informed on March 16, and the first course registration started
on March 19. Please kindly note that once the students have decided to continue their study abroad

programs, the courses registered will be automatically cancelled.

3) Many partner universities are providing online classes. In the event a student continues to take
online classes offered by the partner (host) universities in Japan or in a different location, this will
be deemed as “to continue study abroad”. The credits (passed subjects) earned will be reviewed for
credit transfer. If a student chooses to continue study abroad, he/ she can register for summer

guarter and summer intensive courses, which is subject to a limit.



To learn more about our measures with regard to the Novel Coronavirus, please refer to the
following website for all the latest updates.
https://www.waseda.jp/fire/sils/

At SILS, due to the Novel Coronavirus outbreak, many incoming foreign exchange students have
withdrawn from our program, and many have quit and returned to their home countries. With
regard to the course intake, we will adjust the capacity within reasonable boundary in view of an
increasing number of returning students and a decline in the number of foreign exchange students.

There are many SILS students who have already returned to Japan (or one’s home country) or
have confirmed their trip home. There are also many SILS students who are taking online classes
offered by the host universities in Japan or a different country. There are also SILS students who are
still considering whether to continue the study abroad program or to be reinstated as a student
back at Waseda University in the spring semester of 2020. All of them departed half a year ago with
many great expectations. Having to return to Japan (or one’s home country) under such

circumstances must be very hard on them. As the dean, | could feel their disappointment.

The health and safety of our students are our TOP priorities. We sincerely hope that all our
students will be able to complete their studies at the School of International Liberal Studies. To the
parents and guardians, we would greatly appreciate your understanding, and we look forward to

your continuous support and advice. Thank you very much.

Taisaku IKESHIMA
Dean & Professor
School of International Liberal Studies (SILS)

Waseda University
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