
Abstract

This paper examines that the influence of the implementation of the new

curriculum for Filipino education on public high schools in the Philippines. The Filipino

government started reforming Filipino education by introducing the program called the

K to 12. The K to 12 program makes duration of pre-university education in the

Philippines longer by adding one-year mandatory kindergarten at the age of 5 and two-

year senior high school after four-year high school education. Benigno Aquino

agreed with the law to implement the new curriculum for Filipino education in 2013, and

the Filipino senior high schools have had students since 2016. This year will be the first

year which students under the K to 12 program graduate from senior high school. The

Filipino government tries to make students more competitive in the globalized world for

the growth of the country with the new curriculum. Filipino education will reach the

global standard in terms of duration of school years and the age of graduation from

secondary education. Thus, the Filipino graduates will be able to proceed to college

abroad easier than before or to work abroad as professionals, and they could boost Filipino

economy. However, the K to 12 program seems to cause negative effects on public high

schools in the Philippines. The program makes the shortage of classrooms and teachers

in the Philippines more serious since they need much more classrooms and teachers for

senior high school which was added by Filipino government in 2015 as a part of the

reformation of education. The shortage of classrooms and teachers affect negatively to

performance of teachers and students. The amount of work of increases due to

the shortage, and it makes teachers overloaded with a lot of job. Also, the situation makes

class management more difficult since teachers cannot take good care for each student.



Thus, the K to 12 seems not working as the Filipino government expects, and it seems to

have bad influence on public high schools on the contrary. Therefore, this paper shows

how well the K to 12 works in actual high school and problems due to the implementation

based on interviews and observation in the Kawit National High School in Cebu province

in the Philippines.


