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July, 2016 SILS OFFICE

Graduation after 3.5 Years

Following partial amendment of the School Education Law and other related laws, you are
now allowed as a special case to graduate before you have studied for the whole 4 years, if
you have earned excellent grades in the necessary credits to graduate. In response to this
regulation, the School of International Liberal Studies has established the following early
graduation system to allow the graduation of students after 3.5 years.

|(1) Requirements for Application|
You must meet the following requirements to apply for early graduation:
® To earn 54 or more effective credits for graduation by the end of 3rd semester.
@ To earn a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher by the end of the 3rd semester.

*The formula to calculate your GPA is as follows,

{4.0%(A+ credits) + (3.0xA credits) + (2.0xB credits)+(1.0xC credits)+(0xNo. of Failing Grades)}

Total number of registered credits (Voluntary credits are not included)

(2) Result

You are required to fulfil the following requirements by the end of your 3rd semester.
1. Earn 54 or more effective credits for graduation.
2. Earn a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher.

The results will be announced by Waseda-net email after the grades for the 3™ semester will be
announced.

(3) Considerations in Taking Courses|
If you become a candidate for graduation after 3.5 years,
1. the maximum number of credits you can register for each semester increases by 4 credits.
2. you will take Advanced Seminar course and Directed Studies for Senior Thesis course according to
either one of 3 patterns below. Please note that, in either case, you will need to apply for either exemption
from taking above mentioned courses or changing the number of necessary credits for them. You can
apply for them at the SILS office.

Example 1 April Enrollees

No. of 2" year 3" year 4" year
Study credits Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall
Pattern Abroad Classification necessary o m m T th T
Starts for 3 4 5 6 7 8
graduation | semester | semester | semester | semester semester semester
From &
4" semester Study Abroad OAS(2) OAS (2)
@DS (4)
From Advanced
5" semester Seminar 10 Study Abroad * ok
NOT (Thesis) *
studying OAS(2) OAS (2)
abroad @DS (4)

*k Earn 2 credits from Intermediate and Advanced courses instead of 2 credits from Advanced Seminar.
* sk Earn 10 credits from Intermediate or/and Advanced courses instead of Advanced Seminar (6 credits) and
Directed Studies for Senior Thesis (4 credits).

OAS: Advanced Seminar
@DS:Directed Studies for Senior Thesis



Example 2 September Enrollees

stud No-d_‘if 2" year 3" year 4" year
ey credits Fall__| Spri Fall__| Spri Fall Spri
Pattern Abroad Classification | necessary ard prtl: 9 ?h pr:: 9 ?h pr::g
Starts for 3 4 5 6 7 8
graduation | semester | semester | semester | semester semester semester
*
From
A 4" semester Study Abroad OAS(2) OAS (2)
Advanced ®DS (4)
From Seminar
B 5" semester (Thesis) 10 Study Abroad * ok
NOT *
C studying OAS(Z) OAS (2)
abroad ®Ds (4)

*k Earn 2 credits from Intermediate and Advanced courses instead of 2 credits from Advanced Seminar.

* *kEarn 10 credits from Intermediate or/and Advanced courses instead of Advanced Seminar (6 credits) and

Directed Studies for Senior Thesis (4 credits).

OAS: Advanced Seminar
@DS:Directed Studies for Senior Thesis

(4) Approval of Early Graduation|

You are allowed to graduate after 3.5 years if you have met all of the following requirements at the end of
that period (3.5 years or 7 semesters):

® You have earned a GPA of 3.5 or higher.
@ You have earned the necessary credits to graduate.
® You have received an A or A+ for your Graduation Thesis if you registered for it.

(5)

School Fees

You will not be charged school fees for the 2nd semester of the fourth year (8th semester) if you

graduate after 3.5 years.

(6)

If You Are Not Allowed to Graduate Earlier According to the System|

If you are not allowed to graduate after 3.5 years, you will study at the School for the full 4

years or longer to graduate.




