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2021 Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders 

Fellowship Fund Program Application guidelines 

 

Purpose of the program： 

The Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund (Sylff) Program, a joint effort 

by the Nippon Foundation, the Tokyo Foundation for Policy Research and Waseda 

University, is intended for graduate students at major universities around the 

world, mainly those studying in the humanities and the social sciences. The program 

aims to nurture future leaders with a global outlook. For more details about the 

Sylff program, please refer to the Sylff website: http://www.sylff.org/. 

 

Desired candidates： 

Those who are expected to be active in the future as leaders demonstrating initiative in 

society, and who have a high level of education, advanced expertise, human skills and a strong 

will to contribute to the world. 

 

Eligibility to apply： 

The applicant: 

1) must be enrolled in a master’s, professional or doctoral program at Waseda 

University and be continuously enrolled at Waseda during the period of the Sylff 

program; 

2) must have a personal goal of proactively dealing with various pressing issues 

in areas such as economic development, social system design, international 

relations, human rights, the environment, and cross-cultural understanding, and 

must have the qualifications to be such a leader in those fields in the future; 

3) may NOT be studying abroad during the period of the fellowship, in principle;  

4) must be under 36 years old as of April 1, 2021 to be given priority; 

 

Period of grant：June 2021 to March 2023 

[Note: Those who will by March 2022 complete their course, obtain their degree 

or leave school at the end of their research guidance are required to apply for 

Sylff for the period June 2021 to March 2022, since in those cases it is not 

permissible to select the period ending in March 2023.] 

 

Amount of disbursement：20,000 US dollars per person, in principle (10,000 dollars 

in each of the first year and the second year. However, the decision to disburse 

for the second year will be judged after reviewing the interim report at the end 

of the first year). 

[Note: 10,000 US dollars will be disbursed in the case of successful candidates 

who applied for the period June 2021 to March 2022.] 
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[Note: Even if you apply with a request for $20,000 US dollars, there is a 

possibility that your application will be selected for a grant of 10,000 US dollars 

only.] 

 

Planned number of fellows： One graduate student 

 

Selection method： Examination of documentation, followed by interview of those who 

passed the documentation examination (tentatively in June) 
 

Application documentation： 

Applicants must prepare the documents listed below and submit them to their 

graduate school administrative office by post or in person: 

1) Resume; 

2) Application form (must be provided using the prescribed form, which can be 

downloaded from the Research Promotion Division website);  

3) Transcripts from undergraduate and graduate schools (originals only, no 

copies); and 

4) A letter of recommendation from a supervisor (on the prescribed form in a SEALED 

envelope). 

Download application documents at 

https://waseda-research-portal.jp/research-fund/sylff/2/ 
 

Submission deadline： ３pm, April 8th, 2021 
 

Decision and Fellowship awarding ceremony： June 2021 (tentative) 
 

Accomplishment report:： 

Those who have been selected for the program are required to present their research 

outcomes twice (interim and final) and submit a final research report. 
 

Contacts and Mailing address for the submission of application documents: 

Academic Affairs, Graduate School of International Culture and Communication Studies, 

Waseda University 

Building 11 4th Floor, 1-6-1 Nishiwaseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan 169-0051 

Email: gakuseki-plus@list.waseda.jp 

Tel: 03-3208-0467 

 

Or Nidaira and Uchida in the Research Promotion Division  

e-mail: sylff@list.waseda.jp 

Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund Program website: 

https://waseda-research-portal.jp/research-fund/sylff/ 
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About the Sylff Program： 

This is a global program aimed at cultivating talented individuals who respect 

diversity of culture, and value and act for the common interests of mankind in 

modern society, with its various complicated and diverse problems regarding 

nationality, religion and ethnicity. The program awards scholarships mainly to 

graduate students studying in the humanities and social sciences at 69 

universities and consortia in 44 countries including Japan. The more than 16,000 

individuals who have received these scholarships (Sylff Fellows) since the launch 

of the program were selected on the basis of the leadership qualities required 

to lead the future; many of them are currently active as leaders in various fields. 

 

In 2017, the Sylff Association was established, celebrating the 30th anniversary 

of the establishment of the program. The objective of the association is to build 

lasting relationships reflecting the identity of Sylff among the fellows around 

the world, the steering committee members of the 69 eligible universities, the 

Nippon Foundation, contributors to the Sylff endowment, and the Tokyo Foundation 

for Policy Research (the operator of the program). This allows Sylff fellows to 

participate in support programs for the sharing of various wisdoms and experiences, 

and to deepen mutual ties. 

 

As members of the Sylff Association, Sylff Fellows can also participate in various 

programs including support for overseas research activities even after they have 

received the scholarship. The aim is that fellows who are currently students, and 

fellows who have graduated, can advance their knowledge and experience, share them 

with fellows around the world, and strengthen their relations within the network 

of fellows. 

Sylff offical website:  https://www.sylff.org/ 

Sylff Association program: https://www.tkfd.or.jp/ 

[Note: The Program is unique in that each Sylff-endowed institution utilizes the 

annual proceeds from its endowment and establishes its own steering committee to 

decide on the implementation of the fellowship program, rather than the Foundation 

awarding the fellowship directly to each recipient.] 


