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At the Waseda University Graduate School of
Asia-Pacific Studies (GSAPS), students are taught by
diverse faculty members with high-level research skills
and practical abilities, who conduct cutting-edge
research in their field, and who have real world
experience, such as in international institutions

like UNICEF and the World Bank, in diplomacy,

and in the mass media.

In this edition of Faculty Spotlights, we take a look at
the attractive learning experience and the three
specializations-‘Area Studies’, ‘International Relations’
and ‘International Development/Policy Studies’- offered
by GSAPS through the voices of its teaching staff and
their unique expertise and rich humanism cultivated
from various backgrounds.
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File 01 / Seio NAKAJIMA

Field of specialization : Economic Sociology, Organizational Sociology, Cultural Sociology, China, East Asia, Creative
Industries in Asia

Research theme : Cultural Sociology of Chinese Independent Cinema; Economic Sociology of the Contemporary Chinese Film
Industry; Organizational Sociology of Creative Industries in Asia; Science, Technology, and Society (STS)
Approach to Autonomous Driving and Electric Vehicles; the Role of Civic Media in the Age of Risk Society

[ Professional background ]

Visiting Associate, Preparatory Office of the Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica (1996) / Senior Visiting Student, Department of
Management, Beijing Film Academy (2003-2004) / Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
(2007-2013) / Associate Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2014-2019) / Director, Research
Institute of Automobile and Parts Industries (RIAPI), Waseda University (2016-present) / Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific
Studies, Waseda University (2019-present)

Position held: Committee Member, “Committee on Sustainable Automobile Society”, Society of Automotive Engineers Japan, Inc.

File O2/Ken MIICHI

Field of specialization : Politics of Religion, Culture and Gender, Social Movements, Politics in Southeast Asia
Research theme : State and Society in Indonesia, Islam and Feminism

[ Professional background ]

Lecturer and Associate Professor, Faculty of Policy Studies, lwate Prefectural University (2007-2017) / Associate Professor, Graduate School of
Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2017-2019) / Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2019-present)
Positions held: Research Fellow, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Research Institute / Program Advisor, the Asia Center,
the Japan Foundation

File 03 / Rumi AOYAMA

Field of specialization : International Relations, Political Science, Contemporary China’s Foreign Policy, Politics in
Contemporary China

Research theme : Chinese Foreign Policy and Domestic Decision-making, Japan-China-US Relations, China’s Relations with
the World and Major Countries/Regions, Regional Integration and Security in Asia, Cross-Strait Relations

[ Professional background ]

Assistant Professor and Associate Professor, School of Education, Waseda University (2000-2007) / Visiting Scholar, Stanford
University (2005-2006) / Professor, Faculty of Education and Integrated Arts and Sciences, Waseda University (2007-2017) / Visiting
Scholar, The George Washington University (2016-2017) / Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University
(2017-present) / Visiting Scholar, Center for Strategic and International Studies (2021)

Positions held: Member of Board of Directors, Japan Association of International Relations / Member of Board of Directors, Japan
Association for Asian Studies / Member of Board of Directors, Japan Association for Modern China Studies / Committee Member,
Committee on the Outlook of Japan-China Relations in the 21st Century / Managing Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Contemporary East
Asia / Editorial Board Member, Journal of East Asian Studies and Journal of China and Neighborhood Diplomacy / Nihon Keizai
Shimbun “Think!” Expert, Contributor to Mainichi Shimbun’s Politics Premier “Opinion”

File 04 / Hitoshi MITOMO

Field of specialization : ICT (Information and Communication Technology) and Media Studies, the Internet and Society
Research theme : Socio-Economics and Impact Analysis of Digital Connectivity, Digital Applications as a Solution to Social
Problems, Evaluation of Digitalization at Local Level

[ Professional background ]

Associate Professor and Professor, School of Commerce, Senshu University (1992-2000) / Professor, Graduate School of
Global Information and Telecommunication Studies, Waseda University (2000-2009) / Visiting Professor, Stockholm School of
Economics (2007) / Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2009-present) / Visiting Professor,
Aalto University, Finland (2018)

Positions held: President, the Japan Society of Information and Communication Research / Vice President, International
Telecommunications Society / Chair, Telecommunications Business Committee, Information and Communications and Posts
Administrative Council, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Japan

File 05 / Yasushi KATSUMA

Field of specialization : Development Studies (Human Development), International Human Rights (Child Rights), Human
Security, Global Governance

Research theme : Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Health, Human Rights Regimes and Governance in Asia,
Human Security of Children and the Responsibility to Protect, Global Health Diplomacy & Governance

[ Professional background ]

Researcher, the Engineering Consulting Firms Association (1991-1995) / Research Intern, Banco Solidario (BancoSol), Bolivia
(1995) / Staff Member, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) [Mexico, Afghanistan/Pakistan, Tokyo] (1998-2006) / Associate
Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2006-2008) / Professor, Graduate School of
Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2008-present) / Visiting Scholar, The Elliott School of International Affairs, The George
Washington University (2011-2012) / Visiting Researcher, I'Université libre de Bruxelles (2022-2023)

Positions held: Member of the Advisory Committee, UNDP Human Development Report / Vice President, Japan Society for
International Development / Secretary General, United Nations Association of Japan



File 06 / Shunji MATSUOKA

Field of specialization : Environmental Studies, Development Studies, Evaluation Studies, Disaster Recovery Studies, Risk
Governance

Research theme : Development and the Environment, International Development Cooperation and International
Environmental Cooperation, Policy Evaluation

[ Professional background ]

Researcher, Graduate School of Economics, Kyoto University (1988) / Lecturer and Associate Professor, School of Integrated
Arts and Sciences, Hiroshima University (1988-1994) / Associate Professor and Professor, Graduate School of International
Development and Cooperation, Hiroshima University (1994-2007) /Visiting Researcher, Malaya University (1996) / Visiting
Researcher, American University (2000) / Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2007-present)
Positions held: Director, Fukushima Hirono Research Center for Future Creation, Waseda University / Chairperson, Study
Committee on Dealing with Desertification, Ministry of the Environment, Japan

File 07 / Chikako UEKI

Field of specialization : Political Science, International Relations, Security Studies, International Relations and Security of East
Asia, US-Japan-China Relations
Research theme : Causes and Prevention of War, Mechanism of Threat Perception Formation, Nationalism and War

[ Professional background ]

Staff Writer, Asahi Shimbun (1983-1991) / Visiting Scholar, Peking University (1998) / Senior Research Fellow, National Institute
for Defense Studies, Ministry of Defense, Japan (2000-2007) / Associate Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies,
Waseda University (2007-2008) / Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2008-present) /
Research Affiliate, Security Studies Program, Center for International Studies, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2012-2015)
Position held: Member, Prime Minister’s Council on Security and Defense Capabilities, Japan

File 08 / Kaoru NABESHIMA

Field of specialization : International Trade, Development Economics, Technological Innovation
Research theme : Economic Development of East Asian Countries, Innovation

[ Professional background ]

Development Research Group, the World Bank (2001-2009) / Institute of Developing Economies, Japan External Trade
Organization (IDE-JETRO) (2010-2014) / Associate Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2015-2020) /
Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2020-present)
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