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At the Waseda University Graduate School of
Asia-Pacific Studies (GSAPS), students are taught by
diverse faculty members with high-level research skills
and practical abilities, who conduct cutting-edge
research in their field, and who have real world
experience, such as in international institutions-like the
United Nations, the World Bank, and UNICEF-in
diplomacy, and in the mass media.

In this edition of Faculty Spotlights, we take a look at
the attractive learning experience and the three
specializations-‘Area Studies’, ‘International Relations’
and ‘International Development/Policy Studies’-offered
by GSAPS through the voices of its teaching staff and
their unique expertise and rich humanism cultivated
from various backgrounds.
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Field of specialization : Comparative and international education, educational policy; €
international development, international higher education.
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Field of specialization : Japanese politics, East Asian security, culture and

international relations.

*Critical theory is a conception of modern society and human reason put forward by, among others,

German philosopher Max Horkheimer.
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File 01 / Kazuo KURODA

Field of specialization : Comparative and international education, educational policy, education and
internationaldevelopment, international higher education.

Research theme : Inclusive and special need education in developing countries; the internationalization,
regionalization, and globalization of higher education; international cooperation; and global
governance in education.

[ Professional background ]

Researcher in Residence, Overseas Development Council (United States) (1996 -1997) / Assistant Professor and Associate
Professor, Center for the Study of International Cooperation in Education, Hiroshima University (1997-2003) / Associate
Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2003-2006) / Professor, Graduate School of
Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2006-present) / Visiting Professor, the University of Tokyo (2011-2013).

Other concurrent positions: Committee Member, Japanese National Commission for UNESCO; Visiting Fellow, Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Ogata Sadako Research Institute for Peace and Development.

File 02 / Gracia LIU-FARRER

Field of specialization : International migration, social stratification, globalization, international education.
Research theme : International migration, identity and citizenship, race and ethnicity.

[ Professional background ]

Research Fellow, Tohoku University Center for the Study of Social Stratification and Inequality (2006-2007) /
Assistant Professor, Special Education and Research Center, Department of Sociology, Ochanomizu University
(2008-2009) / Associate Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2009-2014) /
Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University (2014-present) / Director, Institute of
Asian Migrations, Waseda University (2018-Present).

Other concurrent positions: Editorial Board, International Migration Review and Migration Studies.

File 03 / David LEHENY

Field of specialization : Japanese politics, East Asian security, culture and international relations.
Research theme : International and regional norms, history and memory, social movements, economic justice,
empire and resistance.

[ Professional background ]

Research Associate, Institute of Social Science, University of Tokyo (1996-1998) / Assistant Professor,
Department of Political Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison (1998-2006) / Regional Affairs Officer, Office
of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism, US State Department (2000) / Associate Professor, Department of
Political Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison (2006-2007) / Professor, Department of East Asian Studies,
Princeton University (2007-2017) / Professor, Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University
(2017-present).

Other concurrent positions : Co-Chief Editor, Studies in Asian Security Book Series, Stanford University Press /
Member, American Advisory Committee, Japan Foundation.
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