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Mihye Cho, in her monograph, Entrepreneurial Seoulite: Culture and Subjectivity in Hongdae, 
Seoul (2019) explores what kinds of logic guide individuals in the engagement of new urban 
realities in rapidly liberalized Seoul - politically, culturally, and economically. The talk will be 
based on her monograph. 
 
The new project about crisis continues to examine the city-in-transition. The author has 
conducted interviews with cultural workers based in Hogndae since 2002, the aftermath of 
the Asian financial crisis. She has observed that interviewees have updated their self-identities, 
from ‘artists’ to ‘entrepreneurs’ and ‘laborers’ in line with their sense of crisis, from the 
financial crisis to the crisis of culture, capitalism, and climate. The declaration of a crisis can 
be an expression of a “discrepancy between the world and knowledge of the world” (Roitman 
2014, p. 39). It also signals the formation of social reflexivity, through which people evaluate 
the past and the present and envision the desirable future. Thereby a crisis comes to be 
reduced into other elements, such as culture, capitalism, and climate. The author explores a 
crisis as an object of knowledge rather than an aberrant incident. She demonstrates that the 
self-identities manifest the reduction of a crisis into other elements, that is, the 
intellectualization of a crisis. 
 
 
Dr. Mihye Cho is an assistant professor at Sociology Department, SungKongHoe University.  
Cho is interested in the transformative processes in complex institutions. Her current research 
focuses on the relationship between citizen subjectivity and public policy, including cultural, 
urban, and aging policies. Her books include Entrepreneurial Seoulite: Culture and Subjectivity 
in Hongdae, Seoul (Michigan University Press, 2019) and Creative Ageing Cities (co-edited with 
Chong, Routledge, 2018). 


