
Exchange – 
Study Abroad at 
the Hertie School
The Hertie School at a glance

The Hertie School is an international university for modern 
governance. It hosts a diverse student body as well as top 
researchers from 50 diff erent countries. The renowned 
international faculty with expertise in economics, business, law, 
political and social science takes an interdisciplinary, policy-
oriented approach to the school’s teaching and research agenda.

• Founded in 2003

• Small student body: 570 students (2019)

• 50% international students

• English is the language of instruction

Study programmes

As an Exchange student you will join the second year of one 
of the programs Hertie offers: Public Policy or International 
Affairs. Both programs are full-time and taught in English. 
The Hertie School Course Directory offers an overview of 
current course offerings:
www.hertie-school.org/course-catalogue/

MPP – Master of Public Policy

Concentration in Policy Analysis or Public Management and 
supplementary electives from the respective fi eld. Explore the 
curriculum further online:
www.hertie-school.org/mpp/curriculum

MIA – Master of International Aff airs 

Concentration in Finance & Trade, or Security & Sustainability 
and supplementary electives from the respective fi eld. Explore 
the curriculum further online: 
www.hertie-school.org/mia/curriculum

Housing 

The International Offi  ce & Student Life Team provide advice and 
guidance on fi nding housing in Berlin. It’s best to start looking 
as soon as you decide to study abroad at Hertie as Berlin is 
a popular city for students which can make fi nding student 
accommodations challenging. 

Please consider the following options:

Student housing

• House of Nations (house-of.nations-de)

• Housing Anywhere (housinganywhere.com)

• STW Berlin (stw.berlin/en/housing.html)

• Berlinovo (berlinovo.de)

• The Student Hotel (thestudenthotel.com)

• Neon Wood (neonwood.com)

Private housing

• WG-gesucht (www.wg-gesucht.de)

• Uniplaces ( www.uniplaces.com)

• ImmobilienScout24  (www.immobilienscout24.de)

Once you have been admitted, you will receive more detailed 
guidance via e-mail and our e-platform, Moodle.

hertie-school.org



Living costs 

Health insurance:  € 100 
Housing:  € 500 
Other living costs:  € 400 
(Please use this as a guide only.)

Essentials for studying in Germany 

Visa – Depending on your country of origin, you may require 
a visa to enter Germany. If so, be sure to apply at least three 
months in advance. 

Health Insurance – all students are required by law to have a 
valid health insurance policy.

A more detailed intro to all essentials for studying in Germany 
can be found online: 
www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-stay/

How to apply?

Submit your documents to your home university who will 
forward them to us.

Required documents:

• Curriculum Vitae

• Letter of Motivation

• English language test results 
(TOEFL: PBT 600, CBT 250, ibT 100; Cambridge ESOL; CPE C, CAE B; IELTS: 
Overall = 7.0, Writing = 7.0) Test waivers are available for native speakers or 
those who completed their undergraduate studies entirely in English.

Tuition fees and campus fee 

Exchange students continue to pay tuition fees to their home 
university. All students (incl. exchange students) are obliged to 
pay the campus fee: ca. €300.

Small living grants may be available and will be advertised at 
the beginning of each semester.

Student life 

Student-run clubs like the Gender, Equality, and Sexuality 
Club give students a chance to explore their interests beyond 
the classroom while The Governance Post provides an online 
student magazine for modern governance. On-campus 
events like the De-Stress Fest and International Food Festival 
bring the Hertie community together in a social setting. 
Follow the school on social media to keep up with all the 
latest events!

Career development 

Our Career Development Team works hard to prepare Hertie 
students for the workforce with mentoring sessions, skill 
training seminars, mock interviews, and more! More info on 
professional development at Hertie can be found online: 
www.hertie-school.org/en/study/careerservices

For more information, contact us at

E: studyabroad@hertie-school.org 
T: +49 (0) 30 / 259 219 116

Nomination deadline 
for fall semester:

15 April

Nomination deadline 
for spring semester:

15 November

Key dates 

Fall semester: 1 September – 31 January

Course registration: mid-August

Intensive German course: mid-August 

Orientation week: late August

Attendance: late August – mid-December

Spring semester: 1 February – 31 August

Course Registration: mid-January

Attendance: early February – mid-May



FAQs (Hertie School of Governance)

Q1. Do you accept students of any nationalities? If not, who are not eligible?

A1. There are no restrictions regarding nationality.

Q2. Will exchange students be allowed and able to take courses offered by other schools at the University?

A2. The Hertie School does not have different schools/faculties. Exchange students can take courses within the MPP and MIA
programme.

Q3. Are there any academic requirements for MA exchange students while at the University? (e.g. Exchange students are
required to take X number of courses and can take up to X number of courses.)

A3. We do not have specific requirements for Exchange students. However, they need to take at least 2 electives to be
considered half-time and eligible for the student residence permit.

Q4. Are there any academic requirements for Ph.D. exchange students while at the University?

A4. No academic requirements

Q5. Are there any additional application documents to be submitted if the applicant is Ph.D. student?

A5. Prospective visiting PhD students should provide the following material to the PhD Admissions Team via email:

 Letter of motivation, including: proposed dates of visit, reason for visit, and indication whether funding has been
secured or is sought through the IPID4all project [see below]

 Faculty member who should be asked to sponsor the visit [list of faculty who supervise PhD theses, listing their areas of
expertise]

 CV

 Research proposal or outline of dissertation

 MA transcript and degrees, PhD transcript

 Proof of current enrolment as a doctoral student

 Letter of recommendation from main advisor (emailed separately by main advisor)

All documents must be provided in English.

Further information is available on our website: https://www.hertie-school.org/en/docgov/ (bottom of the page)

Q6. Will exchange students be able to take local language classes free of charge at the University?

A6. No, German classes come with an additional fee

Q7. Tell us the required language proficiency. Do you accept a TOEIC score as a certificate of English language proficiency?

A7. English language test results from one of the following:

- TOEFL: PBT 600, CBT 250, ibT 100; Cambridge ESOL: CPE C, CAE B; IELTS: Overall = 7.0, Writing = 7.0

- Test waivers are available for native speakers or those who completed their undergraduate studies entirely in English.

Q8. Will students with an academic degree from an institution in an English speaking country be exempted from submitting a
certificate of English language proficiency?

A8. yes

Q9. Are there any requirements/regulations at the University exchange program applicants should be particularly aware of?

A9. no

Q10. Are there any requirements regarding enrolment period at the University exchange program applicants should be
particularly aware of? (Minimum or Maximum study period in Waseda University before participating in exchange program)



A10. Generally Exchange students should be in their second year of studies when joining the Hertie School as they are supposed
to participate in the more advanced elective courses.

Q11. Will exchange students be able to do internship at a company or international organization during the semester
exchange program? If so, is there any support to find the institute from the University?

A11. We recommend not working more than 10 hours per week besides studying. However the law permits students to do up to
20 hours per week. Assistance is offered by our Career Services department (careerservices@hertie-school.org)

Further information is also available online: https://www.hertie-school.org/en/study/careerservices/

Q12. Do you have any dormitories where exchange students are allowed to stay?

A12. No, the Hertie School does not have any dormitories but we assist students in finding off-campus accommodation.

Q13. Please describe the procedure for obtaining the visa and the required documents.

A13. This process is different, depending on the country of origin and duration of stay for the individual student. Assistance will
be provided by the Student Affairs Team as soon as the student has been submitted.

Please refer to the DAAD online resources for further information: https://www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-
studies/requirements/visa-and-residence-permit_26604.php

Q14. Please send us the list or URL of the courses which exchange students can take.

A14.Exchange students can take up to 4 electives within the MPP and/or MIA programme. Both programmes are full-time and

taught in English. As an Exchange student you will join the second year of the programme.

MPP: Concentration in Policy Analysis or Public Management and supplementary electives from the respective field. Explore the

curriculum further online (https://www.hertie-school.org/mpp/curriculum).

MIA: Concentration in Finance and Trade, or Security and Sustainability and supplementary electives from the respective field.

Explore the curriculum further online (https://www.hertie-school.org/mia/curriculum).

Please see the Hertie School Course Directory for an overview about current course offerings.




