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India has a total of 29 states, which are highly heterogeneous. 

A large disparity in economic development has emerged 

across Indian states over time. This presentation intends to 

discuss the role of trade openness in regional disparity in India. 

Does higher trade openness lead to aggravate the state level 

disparity or closing the gap between them in India? 
 
 
Prof. Prabir De is a Professor at the Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS). He 

is also the Coordinator of ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) at RIS. De works in the field of international 

economics and has research interests in international trade and development. He was a visiting Fellow of 

the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI), Tokyo; and visiting Senior Fellow of United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Bangkok. He has been conducting 

policy research for the Government of India and several international organisations. He has a Ph.D. in 

Economics from the Jadavpur University, Calcutta. He has contributed several research papers in 

international journals and written books on trade and development. He is the Editor of The South Asia 

Economic Journal, published by Sage. 
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