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“We live in a dangerous world ….If one looks at the 
interconnection of the global megatrends –
population growth and movements of people, 
climate change, food insecurity, water scarcity – we 
see how they are more and more inter-combined, 
enhancing each other and creating situations in 
which more people are displaced… tensions, 
conflicts can emerge.” 

-António Guterres,

UN Secretary-General, 
Jan 2018



2 Contending Forces

Globalisation

– Integrated production streams and global capital 
flows,

– Movements of goods and people, as well as 
instantaneous communication have made political 
borders increasingly porous. 

– Quantum leaps in technological innovation spawned a 
proliferation of influential transnational actors as 
well as transnational threats (global terrorism, 
criminal networks, cybercrimes)



Fragmentation
• Strong backlash against globalisation - pervasive 

unease with rapid changes (enabled by technology)

• Perceived loss of community and national identity, 

• Growing disparities in wealth that have left people 
behind

• Social cohesion is unravelling

• Surge in identity politics even in long established 
polities. 

• Cyber insecurity >>proliferation of “(dis) information” 

• Erosion of trust in institutions



What is non-traditional about security 
challenges today?

• Kinds of threats are transnational in nature, with 
regard to their origins and effect

• Threats are not only man-made but also triggered by a 
rapidly changing global climate and by advances in 
technology (e.g. cybersecurity) 

• Impact difficult to reverse or repair (e.g. climate 
change) 

• Impact quite severe and affects large communities 
• Often difficult to differentiate between what is high or 

low politics.
• For most developing states in Asia, states’ capacity to 

deal with transborder threats are seriously challenged. 





No longer ‘soft’ security challenges

• Climate Change – including extreme 
weather events…

• Irregular Migration

• Low economic growth, increasing economic 
inequalities/disparities

• Food, water and energy crises

• Global health crises – SARS, H5N1, Ebola, 
Zika
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The Global Risks Landscape 2018

What is the impact and likelihood of global risks?



Key questions:

• WHAT IS THE STATE OF HUMAN 
SECURITY IN ASIA GIVEN IMPACT OF 
NTS CHALLENGES?

• HOW DO WE DEAL WITH MULTIPLE 
AND CROSS-CUTTING INSECURITIES?



Note: These are global effects. Unlike AR5, the specific/relative effects in Asia/East 
Asia region not yet completed in the ongoing AR6.

Global Warming of 1.5 °C: IPCC special report 
on the impacts of global warming of 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels (…)



11



Human Insecurities caused by Climate 
Change

TOO MUCH WATER — rising sea levels are 
making some areas uninhabitable

Fears in the low-lying Pacific island states

Rising water levels started to affect heavily
populated “mega-delta” areas of Southeast
Asia, South Asia and East Asia.
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Human Insecurities—cont’d
NOT ENOUGH WATER— supply of fresh water 

shrinking while demand for it is growing.

Water shortage crisis not limited to developing
countries—Australia now endured several years
of drought.

Northern China and Mongolia and parts of
South Asia expected to be worst hit.

• Possible water wars?– water scarcity could
act as a conflict catalysts both within and
between states.



Food Security Implications

• Climate change implies reduced farming 
yields in many areas.

• Additional production costs (adaptation 
technologies) required to meet global 
food demand.

• Potential increases in food prices. 



Food Insecurity 
 More than half of 820 million undernourished people are in Asia 

(515 million), of which, 312 million suffer severe food insecurity
(The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World, FAO, 2018)

 More than 30 % of the global increase in population from 2017 to 
2050 is going to be from Asia.
(World Population Prospects, UN 2017)

 ‘Food riots’ following food crisis in 2007/08 a reminder; also been 
argued that food or lack of access to it, was an important spark in 
what had been dubbed the ‘Arab Spring’
(Economist, 17 March 2012)

http://www.fao.org/3/I9553EN/i9553en.pdf
https://population.un.org/wpp/Publications/Files/WPP2017_KeyFindings.pdf
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2012/03/17/let-them-eat-baklava


Despite progress, majority of world’s hungry people 
live in Asia

Number of undernourished 

(million)



NTS Fast Facts



Climate change:  Powerful amplifier of 
existing threats

Some Assumptions:

Persistent food shortages and famines can lead to
increased suffering, greater social unrest and the
pressure of greatly increased migration. (Oxford
Research Group, 2006)

Prospects of “climate refugees” present legal
complications to international community.

Conflicts among multiple stresses that affect
exposure, sensitivity and adaptation capacity.



Climate Change—Threat Multiplier…

The higher the level of instability and
fragility due to other threats, the greater the
impact of climate change on for instance,
migration pressures and conflicts over
shared resources.



Migration and Security
 East Asia, particularly, ASEAN accounts for more than 21 million regular
migrants—over 8 per cent of the world total—and adding in the “Plus
Three” countries of China, Japan, and South Korea brings that number
up to 13 percent.

 While migration has become a major feature of the region, governments
in East Asia face challenges from the large scale of irregular migration, which 
is said to account for as much as 40 percent of all migration in Southeast 
Asia.

 The growing prevalence of human smuggling and trafficking in the
region add further urgency and complexity to the issue. Conservative 
estimate of trafficked women and children from Southeast Asia: 200,000-
225,000 (about 1/3 of the global trafficking trade) (IOM)





Number of persons in modern slavery by region 

Global 40,290,000

Region Africa 9,240,000

Americas 1,950,000

Asia-Pacific 24,990,000

Arab States 5,200,000

Europe and Central Asia 3,590,000



51%

17%

32%

Victims of Trafficking by Gender in the Asia-Pacific

Female

Male

Children (boys and girls)

Source:  Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2016, New York: United 
Nations, 2016. 
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Pandemics: The Case of SARS
 Estimated cost of SARS (in terms of lost GDP in nominal terms 

for East and Southeast Asia) = $18 billion of 2003 GDP 

 SARS mainly affected economies through tourism. During 
SARS: tourist arrivals in Asia dropped by 30–80 per cent for 
various countries in the region

 After travel ban  almost half the planned international 
flights to ASEAN were cancelled

 Border controls and immigration



Implications of NTS threats

• Proliferation of security issues highlight states’ 
decreasing capacity and control of security 
environment

• Underscores inter-connectedness of 
issues/threats/challenges

• Compelling case for multilateral and multi-level 
approach

• Need to broaden understanding of security 
(including issues of human security) where non-
state actors (CSOs, INGOs, local communities) 
play important roles



Emphasis on Resilience

Ability to Adapt

“Resilience refers to the ability to adapt to 
changing conditions and withstand and rapidly 
recover from disruption due to emergencies (acts of 
terrorism, cyber attacks, pandemics, and 
catastrophic natural disasters…” 

• Preparedness  - shared responsibility of all levels 
of government, the private and nonprofit sectors, 
and individual citizens.” 

- US Homeland Security, 2015, https://www.dhs.gov/topic/resilience



Institutional Resilience
• Ability of a system, community or society exposed to 

hazards/challenges to resist, absorb, accommodate, 
and recover from the effects of a risk in a timely and 
efficient manner including the preservation and 
restoration of its basic structures and functions.

• Resilience is determined by the degree to which 
community has the necessary resources and 
organizational capacity before,during and after crises. 



Means to achieve resilience

• Regional/global rules and norms to reduce 
risks and manage crises

• Specific rules and mandated mechanisms to 
manage crises (e.g. risk assessments, early 
warning systems, conflict resolution) at both 
national and regional levels

• Community participation and engagement of 
other stakeholders



Proposition

 Approaches to deal with non-traditional
security threats go beyond traditional/military
means.

 They are also very much about recalibrated
governance within and beyond state(s) that
extend beyond functional multilateral
cooperation to one that is multi-actor and
multi-level to manage security.





Network of ‘security governors’
Networked region: 

- a mosaic security arrangement in which the 
state is one of many actors providing security.

- all actors/ ‘security governors’ are harnessed to 
a framework of norms and regulations that 
ensure accountable and inclusive security. 

- Proliferation of security ‘providers’ requires a 
new approach to security and a new security 
architecture. 






