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"Expanding Protection: Refugee Advocacy and Changing State-
Society Relations in Japan"

"Expanding Protection: Refugee Advocacy and Changing State-Society Relations in
Japan" is based on a current book manuscript.
How and why with relatively small numbers of refugees and significant social exclusivity
has human rights networking for refugee protection emerged? How does networking
reshape state-society relations to move Japan from commitment to compliance with the
Refugee Convention and international norms of protection? In an ethnographic and
bottom-up focus on refugee advocacy networking in Asia, Associate Professor Petrice R.
Flowers’ research provides a novel take on the role of NGOs and transnational advocacy
networks in moving states from initial rhetorical and legal commitments to actual
compliance with human rights norms.

Petrice R. FLOWERS is an Associate Professor in the University of Hawai‛i—Mānoa’s Political Science 
Department and a member of the UH Center for Japanese Studies. She teaches international relations and
Japanese politics courses at the graduate and undergraduate level. Dr. Flowers received her Ph.D. in Political
Science from the University of Minnesota in 2002. Dr. Flowers’ first book, Refugees, Women and Weapons:
International Norm Adoption and Compliance in Japan, was published by Stanford University Press in 2009. She
was a Japan Society for the Promotion of Science Post-doctoral Research Fellow at the University of Tokyo from
2002 to 2004. Funding from the U.S. Fulbright Scholars’ Program supported Dr. Flowers’ research in Japan and
Korea for her project, “Expanding Protection: Transnational Refugee Advocacy Networking in Asia.”
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