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The One Belt One Road project (OBOR, later known as the Belt and Road Initiative, BRI), initiated by Chinese
President Xi Jinping, took shape in October 2013. It is envisaged to connect vibrant East Asia and developed
Europe via the Silk Road Economic Belt, linking China with European countries through the 21st Century
Maritime Silk Road. Its ultimate goal is to facilitate trade and investment in Eurasia and promote economic
growth. The BRI triggered great discussion within and beyond China, with the intention of positioning China
in an active role of global governance.
The main Asian countries on the map of China’s maritime belt include Vietnam, Malaysia, Philippines,
Indonesia, Singapore and Thailand. So far there has been no systematic research focusing on the socioeconomic
impact of China’s BRI particularly on the question of to what extent the BRI’s smart power, that is the
combination of hard power (economic and military) and soft power (cultural influence) on those countries.
In this paper I will aim to compare and contrast Chinese investment on Vietnam and Malaysia.
The structure of the paper will be as following, the first section will be the discussion of smart power, the
second section will be the empirical data of Chinese investment in selected countries of China’s BRI: Vietnam,
Malaysia and Singapore. The empirical data will be composed by qualitative interviews and also statistic
data from the listed countries. The third section will be the analysis of ‘effectiveness’ of China’s smart power
by interpreting those countries responses towards Chinese investment in comparison of their responses
towards China’s position in South China Sea.
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