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Abstract 
English has been the dominant language in the world for a very long time. Many suggest that 
this dates from 1945 and the rise to global dominance of the United States. Others look to the 
nineteenth century and the empire of the British. I prefer to go back further in order to locate 
the origins of the ascent of English in the sixteenth century and the rise of a capitalist world-
economy. It is from the sixteenth century that the die is set for English to become the 
dominant language in the world. Not just any English, but an English that is referenced to a 
governing normative form; and despite whatever cataclysms and catastrophes have befallen 
the world since then, and also despite the diversity of research which has grown to challenge 
this form, it remains the dominant global form. It is found in international institutions, in 
multinational corporations, in international centres of finance, in international business, in the 
hospitality and services industries, and in global academia. It is also taught as a foreign 
language to millions of learners in classrooms across the world. In applied linguistics and 
sociolinguistics from the perspectives of World Englishes, ELF, translingualism, 
translanguaging, superdiversity, and language commodification an enormous volume of 
research has been produced disputing this form, while also promoting the claims of variant 
models and practices. The scholarly debates have given rise to controversies about the 
ownership of English and the continued relevance of standard forms. These debates have in 
turn challenged professional perceptions concerning English language teacher training, 
classroom pedagogy and language policy. Drawing upon observations contained in my book 
Global English and Political Economy (O’Regan, 2021), I offer a critique of some of these 
perspectives and speculate upon resilience of English in the world today. 
 
 
Bio 
I am Professor of Critical Applied Linguistics at UCL Institute of Education and I am IOE 
Vice-Dean (International). I specialise in English as a global language, intercultural 
communication and critical discourse analysis, and have wide interests in political economy, 
critical social theory and imperial history. I have published in several journals, including the 
Journal of Applied Linguistics, Language and Intercultural Communication, Critical 
Discourse Studies and the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong. My paper 
‘English as a Lingua Franca: An Immanent Critique’ was one of the top ten most cited 
articles in the Journal of Applied Linguistics (2015-16). I have also edited three books for 
Routledge and am a former editor of the journal Language and Intercultural Communication 
(2010-2015). I hold MAs in International Political Economy and in Applied Linguistics from 
the universities of Warwick and London (Birkbeck). My PhD is in Critical Linguistics (IOE). 
I have worked in higher education for over 30 years with positions at Thames Valley 
University, Oxford Brookes University, and now UCL Institute of Education, where I have 
been since 2009. I have a long association with Hong Kong having lived much of my early 
life there. I have strong interests in the East Asia region. 


