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Firm growth, innovation and industry dynamics
IMBA Zemi Seminar
Prof. Alex COAD

The Zemi is primarily interested in topics such as:

e The structure of industry: distributions of firm size, firm growth rates, productivity, firm age. Post-entry
dynamics, ‘scaling-up’, and the evolution of the size distribution of a cohort of firms.

* Theoretical models of industry evolution: Gibrat's law; passive learning vs active learning; gambler’s ruin;
evolutionary economics.

¢ Determinants of firm growth: size, age, profits, entrepreneur characteristics and experience. Barriers to
growth, threshold effects. High-growth firms

¢ The economic contribution of entrepreneurship and small firms. Evaluating government support to SMEs.

* Determinants of survival. Exit thresholds.

* Routines, management & innovation capabilities. Evidence from innovation surveys.

e Innovation and firm performance. Innovation regimes (opportunity, appropriability, cumulativeness of

knowledge, nature of the knowledge base)

Note that Zemi students have considerable freedom to choose a research topic for their thesis, and can choose

topics that are not mentioned above.
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Objectif of this workshop is to basicly master the banking and finance private law system and to ensure the
preparation of thesis.

Participants may make a choice as a topic of their thesis among many subjects about banking and finance
transaction in private law. If you are native japanese speaker, you can prepare the thesis about the non
japanese law of this field and draft it in Japanese. If you are non native japanese speaker,
you can prepare the thesis about the japanese law of this field and draft it in English (..also French redaction
shall be appreciated).

We hope that all participants willingly help each other their work.

You can find more detailed information :

- about this workshop, at Syllabus system of Waseda University https://www.wsl.waseda.jp/syllabus/JAA101.
php

Course Code LAWB623S
- about director of workshop, at his personal page https://profshibaz.exblog.jp/
https://researchmap.jp/read0063811
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Risk Management
HMHE R ik R
This seminar addresses the landscape of risk transferring and sharing with an emphasis on inherent risks
of climate change, ageing population, gender inequality, sustainability, and real estate and banks. There are
two objectives of this course. First objective is to familiarize students with a variety of risk management tools.
We study the literature of pricing and trading derivatives. Second objective is to employ outcomes of the first

objective in empirical risk management research with econometric models.

Each student is required to choose a topic related to risks from climate change, ageing population, gender
inequality, sustainability, and real estate and banks with contributions measured against the literature. Students
need to collect data, examine hypotheses by applying appropriate econometric models, and interpret findings
with economic intuition(s). Basic techniques of econometrics, programming, research writing, and literature

review and will be discussed.
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Management of Numbers in Business
Associate Professor David Lau PhD, BCom(Hons), CPA

“If you don't know your numbers, you don't know your business”

Marcus Lemonis

We observe numbers at play in virtually every aspect of business. These numbers are expressed in multiple
forms, such as charts, graphs, reports, ratios, and tables. The reason why numbers are powerful for business
is because they often convey a ‘story’ about the business. Moreover, numbers are instrumental for critical
decisions that are made in business. Therefore, if we do not have a good appreciation and understanding of
numbers, we would inevitably make poor decisions that would ultimately determine whether we make or break

in our business endeavors.

Management of Numbers in Business seminar offers you the opportunity to learn about how to analyze,
interpret, scrutinize, and understand numbers, which would be extremely useful for your future careers. The
seminars are mainly led by the students under the guidance of the Professor. Each student should choose
an interesting and topical business idea to present in the seminars. In addition, we will learn how to analyze
financial statements using Microsoft Excel. Guidance and support on developing an idea for your thesis and

writing your thesis will constantly be provided throughout the seminars.
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