
 

Dear. WBS graduates of 2021 September 

 

 

Congratulations on your graduation! 

It is a great honour for me to message you at the graduation ceremony of WASEDA Business School. As a 

former student of WBS, I know that you must have worked very hard over these past two years. There must 

have been a lot of assignments, reading articles, discussions with classmates for group projects, and writing 

thesis for graduation, but you finally got here! You have crossed the finished line! I really commend for your 

wonderful efforts. 

Today I would like to share with you three stories related to the Alumni Association. 

 

The first story is about being forge ahead against any adversaries.  

We got an MBA degree. We were gifted with the time, the teaching, and support from our family and people 

around us. As you know, WBS is the leading business school with the accreditations from EQUIS and 

AACSB. I believe that there were many candidates who want to study at WBS just like you. However, you 

were selected to study here. The selected people have the responsibility for fulfilling their career aspirations 

with the knowledge they have gained from WBS. 

I believe that the most concrete and fastest way to be successful is to make mistakes. Only the person who 

understands other people’s sufferings can lead them effectively. Growth without failure can only see one view, 

but the experiences with failures can see much wider one. It is a way to stand out from the crowd and be 

successful.  

 

The second story is about “The strength of weak ties”.  

Some of you might be aware of the article written by Prof. Granovetter from Stanford University. Currently, 

we have 6,000 graduates in the WBS Alumni Association. Each of them plays active roles at the forefront of 

business not only in Japan but all over the world. It means that you have a great number of supporters in the 

world. Our purpose is to connect "graduates - candidates", "Japanese - foreigners", and "on campus - 

businesses", and the mission is to provide you with a place to explore knowledge and create new networks. To 

realize those purpose and mission, we have held several discussion events. At the last event, we discussed 

about “Career Decisions after MBA” with alumni. You can meet us through the network, and we look forward 

to seeing you at the next event. 

 

Finally, I would like to make one last remark.  

I believe life is like a movie with happy ending. All well will end well. Unless it is, just to be continued. If you 

are lost to look for the happy ending, please talk to us. We will think with you about how to go beyond the 

"continue". 

 

Let's be a penetrator. Find what is original to you, not others. Please share your stories with us. Wherever 

you go in the world, the WBS alumni association is the most welcoming place that is always waiting for you. 

Let's work together to contribute to the happy ending of the people around us and to make a prosperous 

society. 

 



Congratulations on your graduation again. Today is the start of your new story. 

I sincerely wish everyone here will play active roles as a representative of WBS graduates. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Kanna INADA (Ms.) 

Class of 2018, President of WBS Alumni Association 

https://www.facebook.com/wbstomonkai 
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