
Advice for studying English on your own to prepare for the GM Program 

 

1. Reading 

Reading is a great way to build up your vocabulary and comprehension. 

The Harvard Business Review is an excellent source of articles and it can be accessed for free via 

Waseda Wine.  

There are many, many, many interesting articles on various themes. Some are shorter than 1 page 

and others are as long as 15 pages.  

I encourage you to download whatever looks interesting, but here are some suggestions to get you 

started: 

1) First step (a little over 2 pages): “Why Employee Experience Initiatives Fall Short”, July-

August 2020 issue.  

2) A bit more (a little over 2 pages + 1-page interview): “Why Rookie CEOs Outperform”, 

January-February 2021 issue. 

3) Nice challenge (about 6 pages): “The New-Market Conundrum” May-June 2020 issue. 

 

2. Listening 

Listening is an essential skill in order to participate in discussions and understand lectures. 

The Harvard Business Review has a podcast called HBR IdeaCast that you can listen to for free.  

There are many, many, many interesting podcasts, and transcripts are available.  

As the podcasts are usually about 25 minutes long, it is best to break them up into about five parts.  

It is a good idea first listen to the podcast and afterwards read the transcript to confirm your 

understanding. Here is one recommendation, divided into five sections: 

 “So, you want to join a start-up” (26:39):  https://hbr.org/podcast/2017/10/so-you-want-to-join-

a-startup 

 

1) Until 4:36 (“…grow and learn and adapt in an accelerated pace.”) 

2) Until 9:28 (“…to a cohort of startups that might be most interesting to them.”) 

3) Until 13:30 (…it can be tricky.”) 

4) Until 18:38 (“…you’re not just there to take value from them.”) 

5) Until 21:44 (“…take the steps to enter in in the right way.”) 

6) Until the end! (26:39) 

    

 


