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How a Soy Sauce Brewers built its own market during the Meiji-Taisho period
A Case Study of “Nosaka Tsunekichi,” a Medium-Sized Brewer in Aomori

Ryosuke Kosugi

Abstract

This paper aims to clarify how a medium-sized soy sauce brewer formed its own market and
business foundation in Aomori during the Meiji-Taisho period. I approach the above issue by focusing
on the selling of soy sauce by the “Nosaka Tsunekichi” family, a medium-sized brewer in Aomori.
Based on managerial records left by the “Nosaka Tsunekichi” family, I shed light on their shipments
to Hakodate, Hokkaido, as well as retail and wholesales in Kamikita and Shimokita in Aomori. I also
clarify the market structure of the soy sauce industry in Aomori based on analysis from the prewar
official statistics about industry, transportation, commerce and trade. This paper traces the details of
the “Nosaka Tsunekichi” family’s performance in selling soy sauce and forming a market. From 1900,
the “Nosaka Tsunekichi” family reduced soy sauce shipments to Hakodate, Hokkaido, instead
concentrating on retail and wholesales, especially in Noheji town and Sanbon-gi town in Kamikita.
However, from 1914 wholesales in Kamikita decreased as the “Nosaka Tsunekichi” family turned their
concentration to wholesales in Shimokita. The “Nosaka Tsunekichi” family managed their own market
by using coastal shipping around Mutsu Bay and had formed a market not dissimilar to that of an
existing market model of another medium-sized soy sauce brewer.

Keywords: soy sauce brewing industry, indigenous industry, market, Nosaka Tsunekichi,
Aomori, Hokkaido, harbors, shipment, wholesale, retail
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