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The Path Combination of Energy Policy and Economic Recovery
in Japan during the Period of Occupancy
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Abstract

Soon after entering the postwar era, the Japanese economy fell into a Slump due to the war, and eco-
nomic recovery was an urgent affair. However, mainstay and indispensable industries like carbon, oil, and
electric power were damaged severely and almost ruined completely. Insufficiency of the energy supply
appeared as the bottleneck of the economic recovery, which had been the biggest problem for the Japa-
nese government. The market mechanism was incapable of solving the problem of the energy crisis
quickly at that time.

This paper first documents the countermeasures for coping with the insufficiency of energy based on
an analysis of the situation of the energy industry. Then, from the aspect of path, using the framework of
Control Economy Systems, we focus on the integrating mechanism of five sections in the cycle of energy,
as is shown in “production-pricing-circulation-distribution-consumption”, emphasizing the policy instruments
of interacting and conforming energy policies and industry recovery, and evaluate the performances of
those policy instruments.
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