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1. Area of expertise, research area, or current themes in his/her research  

My interest lies in understanding how processes of globalization impact – and are impacted by – firm 

strategies. By processes of globalization I mean the diffusion of new technologies, practices, norms, 

and people across country borders. Firm strategies include both traditional notions of firm activity (e.g. 

JVs, alliances, innovation), as well as organizational actions in a broader sense (e.g. legitimation, 

re-structuring, founding, etc). Previous research has for example focused on how foreign entrants act 

as carriers of globalization, including new practices, innovations and mindsets, and how these impact 

host country institutions. My current research examines how the introduction of foreign ideas and 

practices impact the strategies and behaviors of local firms, and their efforts to globalize. In particular, I 

am studying diversity initiatives at Japanese firms – including both the hiring of more women and 

foreigners – and how this interacts with Japanese companies’ efforts to create global organizational 

identities. My research focuses on multiple levels of analysis, including the individual, organizational, 

and societal. I primarily employ qualitative methods but am also involved in projects using quantitative 

designs. Relevant theoretical literatures and concepts include international management, institutional 

theory, organizational change, strategy, discourse analysis, subsidiary strategy, organizational identity, 

foreignness. 

 

2. Supervision Policy  

PhD dissertations should first and foremost be a product of the candidate’s own passion and interests. 

My goal is to support and advise in any way I can. Students will never be told WHAT or HOW to study. 

Instead, I will listen to your interests and give advice about research design, theories, and analysis. I 

am interested in working with Ph.D. students that aim to make international contributions to theory, with 

the goal of publishing in top-tier peer-reviewed journals. 

 

3. Advice to prospective students  

The hardest part about research is asking good questions, so please come prepared to be curious in 

order to develop good questions. Also, please be prepared to work and write in English, and to 

participate in international conferences. Most of all, please take ownership of the Ph.D. – you are 

in-charge, I am the supporter. I look forward to working with you! 

 

 


