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Aiming at an international hub where talented people 
gather, the Center for Positive/Empirical Analysis of 
Pol i t ical Economy integrates pol i t ical science and 
economics research to create a new learning and research 
center that provides students with a global perspective on 
empirical/theoretical research and trains students with the 
necessary skills to work in international environments, 
potentially as global leaders in their fields.

The society that we live in faces complex challenges that 
are difficult to solve. Poverty, economic disparities, and 
religious and political conflicts are leading to a growing 
social fragmentation and disintegration in the world. For 
instance, the child poverty rate is higher than the overall 
poverty rate in society and is also increasing in most 
OECD countries. The slowdown in economic growth in 
developed regions has spurred a dramatic demographic 
transformation and has threatened the sustainability of the 
public and mutual aid functions that have been enhanced 
under the paternalism of the state in the 20th century.

Today, such various factors that inhibit the process of 
human capital accumulation are causing a negative cycle 
that transcends individuals and generations.
The COVID-19 pandemic is exacerbating this global social 
unrest that is a common challenge in the 21st century.
The contemporary role of political economy is to face 
each of these challenges in a sincere manner, and to 

provide choice sets for valid and efficient solution based 
on scientific evidence.

The mission of this center is contributing to realize good 
life and justice in a symbiotic society and to create the 
next generation of autonomous individuals who will be 
able to shape the future of global society, following 
academic philosophy of the Faculty of Political Science 
and Economics that underlies “Philosophy, Political 
Science and Economics” .

The latest COVID-19 related articles by the TGU members
Nihon Keizai Shimbun Morning Edition Article dated March 17, 2020
Haruko Noguchi
Mental Health Status of the General Population in Japan during the COVID ‐ 19 Pandemic
Michiko Ueda (Co-authored)
COVID-19, digital privacy, and the social limits on data-focused public health responses
Airo Hino (Co-authored)

Recent publications by the TGU members
The role of peer reward and punishment for public goods problems in a localized society
Kazumi Shimizu (Co-authored)
Benefits of knowing own health status: effects of health check-ups on health behaviours and labour
Haruko Noguchi (Co-authored)
The effect of health information on smoking intensity: does addiction matter?
Satoru Shimokawa (Co-authored)

News & Topics

https://www.waseda.jp/fpse/winpec/assets/uploads/2020/03/20200316_noguchi_nikkei.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/pcn.13105
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2020.102181
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-64930-4
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504851.2020.1786001
https://doi.org/10.1080/00036846.2019.1691141


Record of Activities
ESSEX SUMMER SCHOOL@WASEDA 

Mission of The Essex Summer School

For the Future

Course List

Global Collaboration with Waseda

(ESS@WASEDA), which started in 2016, was continuously held 
every summer until 2019 in collaboration with the University of ESSEX. Due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, we, the 
Center for Positive/Empirical Analysis of Political Economy had to seek alternative educational opportunities and 
supports for the face-to-face summer course this year. Despite the challenges that 2020 has presented, the 53rd ESS was 
provided in an online format by the Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis(SSDA). To help advance 
ESS@WASEDA to the next stage, we encouraged graduate students to take this online course by supporting its tuition.

Our student survey revealed that students worked very hard during the two 
weeks sessions, regardless of the time difference, and instructors and TA were 
always very helpful and sincere. Students met classmates from various 
countries online and enjoyed the discussions. They also felt that the overall 
course contents and outcomes were satisfactory and helpful for future research. 
We are glad that ESS online was successful and worth attending this year!

ESS online Course List
11 courses in Session 3
5 students were interested
in 3B Quantitative Text 
Analysis, which was also 
held last year at Waseda.

LLONDONDONLONDON

University of Essex

Year Period

2016 Maximum Likelihood
Estimation

Dr. Daina Chiba International Relations 
Political Methodology

24

2017 Maximum Likelihood
Estimation

Dr. Daina Chiba13

Multilevel Analysis Dr. Lucas Leemann Comparative Politics
Data Science
Survey Methodology

12

2018 Maximum Likelihood
Estimation

Dr. Daina Chiba13

Survival Analysis Dr. Quiroz Flores 
Alejandro

Political Economy
Survival Analysis
Econometrics

Comparative Politics
International Relations
Political Text Analysis

7

2019 Maximum Likelihood
Estimation

Dr. Daina Chiba9

Quantitative Text 
Analysis

Dr. Nicole Baerg 18

142020

7/25-8/5

9/6-20

9/13-20

9/10-21

9/10-21

9/9-20

9/9-20

8/10-21

Course Instructor Field of SpecializationParticipants

The Essex Summer School in SSDA provides world-leading 
social science methods training to postgraduate research 
students. Operating since 1967, it has connected social 
science communities around the world.

University of Essex is known for its outstanding 
research activities.

Bui ld ing upon the success of  ESS@WASEDA, a new 
Consecutive Degree program will start in 2021. It is designed 
for students interested in obtaining a Bachelor’ s degree from 
Waseda SPSE and a Master’ s degree from Essex within 4 
years.

ESS@WASEDA provides unique opportunities for students to 
receive a world-class education in Japan. It is organized and 
coordinated in collaboration with Essex and Waseda as one 
of the main TGU Projects. Click here or see the table below to 
learn about the courses held in the past four years.

Essex Vice-Chancellor Professor Anthony Forster visited 
Japan in 2017. During his tour to various universities, he met 
with the former President Professor Kaoru Kamata to discuss 
the successful Essex Summer Schools in SSDA as well as the 
prestigious International Visiting Fellows Scheme. This 
meeting strengthened the strategic collaboration between the 
University of Essex and Waseda.

• 25th in the UK for research quality
  (Times Good University Guide 2019)

• Queen's Anniversary Prize
   for outstanding social science research

• QS Ranking 2020    29th in Politics   
       44th in Sociology
※Waseda  University  50th in Politics

Global reputation, 
especially in the field of Social Science

Its beautiful campus is located in the 
historic downtown of Colchester
– England's oldest recorded town, 

which is one hour by train from London.

https://essexsummerschool.com/summer-school-facts/key-principles/
http://www.waseda.jp/eape/en/activities/education/summer_school/index.php
https://www.essex.ac.uk/news/2017/03/02/new-links-forged-with-japan-through-vice-chancellors-visit
https://www.essex.ac.uk/news/2017/03/02/new-links-forged-with-japan-through-vice-chancellors-visit
https://www.waseda.jp/fpse/pse/en/abroad/program/
https://www.waseda.jp/fpse/pse/en/abroad/program/
https://www.essex.ac.uk/
https://www.essex.ac.uk/life/colchester-campus/local-area
https://dainachiba.github.io/teaching/
https://ipz.uzh.ch/en/institut/mitarbeitende/staff/leemann.html
https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/QUIRO05609/alejandro-quiroz-flores
http://www.nicolebaerg.com/cv
https://essexsummerschool.com/summer-school-facts/courses/2020-course-list/


Record of Activities

2016

2020

2017

2019

2018

The Center for Positive/Empirical Analysis of Political Economy has 
organized over 60 international symposiums, special lectures and 
workshops. Major events are shown below. Detailed reports for 
other seminars are available at our website.

The 9th Pan Pacific Game Theory Conference

Waseda Data Science Competition was held on July 27, 2019, to 
predict the results of Japan's Upper House Election. 61 student 
teams from diverse fields participated in the event.

Waseda Universi ty conferred an honorary 
doctorate to Nobel Laureate Dr. Amartya Kumar 
Sen on April 24, 2018. Preceding the conferral 
ceremony, a roundtable ta lk was he ld for 
students and faculty supported by the TGU 
Project.

Oct. 7-8 :
Symposium “The Great Convergence: Information 
Technology and the New Globalization"

4 other workshops held in 2016

Dec. 15 :

Online Workshop “Americans Are Just as Racially Biased 
as Their Elected Representatives”

3 other workshops as of Sept. 2020

Jul. 14 : 

The 10th Pan Pacific Game Theory ConferenceSep. 4-5 : 
Special Lecture by Governor of Bank of France: “The 
challenges of the multilateral economic order: what 
European responses?”

15 other workshops in 2017

Dec. 4 : 

Inaugural Data Science Competition (photo 5) 

16 other workshops in 2019

Jul. 29 : 

International Symposium “Designing Del iberative 
Democracy: Practices and Experiments” 

Feb. 18-19 : 

President of the National Assembly of France speaks on 
new economic and political reforms (photo 3) 

13 other workshops in 2018

May.31: 

Special Lecture by Nobel Laureate Dr. Amariya Kumar 
Sen: “Do not wait for others to take action”  (photo 1,2) 

Apr. 23 :  

The 11th Pan Pacific Game Theory ConferenceMar. 9-10 : 
Stanford Program@Waseda (photo 4)Jun. 24-Jul.11:  

1

2

On May 31, 2018, President of the National 
Assembly of France visited Waseda University 
and spoke about the economic and political 
reforms under way in France.

3

The TGU Project invited world-class researchers from the Department
of Political Science at Stanford University and offered intensive 
courses for Waseda students in 2019.

4 5

https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news-en/2016/11/08/1783/
https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news-en/2017/02/27/2105/
https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news-en/2017/09/25/2684/
https://www.waseda.jp/top/en/news/55955
https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news-en/2018/05/08/3413/
https://www.waseda.jp/top/en/news/59633
https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news-en/2019/04/01/5063/
https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news-en/2019/08/26/5859/
https://www.waseda.jp/top/en/news/66131
https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news-en/2020/04/01/7440/
https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news-en/2020/07/28/7761/


Facts and Figures
The Center for Positive/Empirical Analysis of Political Economy has invited more than 190 faculty and 
researchers* from 30 different countries. They have provided Waseda students with a number of semester 
courses, intensive courses as well as seminars and workshops. Below is a map showing where visiting 
researchers come from.  *Includes jointly appointed faculty, visiting faculty and seminar speakers

Number of joint projects has been increasing. Since 2016, more than 40 Waseda GSE/GSPS* 
students have studied overseas at par tner 
institutions with some financial support provided 
by the TGU Project.

Number of Visiting Researchers

International Joint Research Supporting Study Abroad Programs

https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/en/unit/empirical-analyses-of-political-economy/

Europe/Africa: 60

*Graduate School of Economics/Graduate School of Political Science

From University of Essex, University of Milan, Ecole Polytechnique 
and 33 other institutions

Asia/Oceania: 43
Latin America: 7University of 

Queensland, 
Chinese University of 
Hong Kong
and 31 others

Autonomous University of 
the State of Mexico,
Torcuato Di Tella University
and 2 others

North America: 84
Stanford University,
MIT, University of 
California San Diego 
and 42 others

Prof. Charles Noussair, 
University of Arizona
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Australia 7

UK 20

US 78

Prof. Mark Metzler, 
University of 
Washington

Assoc. Prof. 
Hiroki Sayama, 
Binghamton University, 
State University of 
New York

US 19

Australia 4 
UK 3

Germany 1

France 3

Belgium 3

Netherlands 2

Italy 1

Switzerland 3

Spain 1

Portugal 2

Top Global University Project, WASEDA UniversityThe Center for Positive/Empirical Analysis of Political Economy

Study abroad
destinations
in 2016-2019
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