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Kensu-osho (Xianzi heshang; Clam priest)
Sengai Gibon, Edo Period, Monochrome ink (sumi) on paper, 49.7 cm high,
54.9 cm wide
Kensu-osho, a name meaning "Clam Priest," lived during the Tang Dynasty and
Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms periods. It is said that, wearing the same
ragged clothes throughout the year, he spent his days gathering and eating clams
and crayfish along the river, and his nights in a shrine (shinshi), sleeping among
the paper-money offerings. Commenting on that quite ludicrous image, the
inscription on this painting reads: "Violating daily the Buddhist precept against
taking any life, this depraved priest has a spiritual depth that can swallow
countless Buddhas." The artist, Sengai Gibon (1750 - 1837), known for his light,
free and witty Zen paintings, was a priest in the Rinzai sect in the Edo period.
(Collection of the Aizu Museum, Waseda University)

THU FRI SAT

o 0

12 13

19 20

20 27




