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This course is intended for graduate students who plan to present their research findings in an
international setting requiring the use of English. The focus of the semester will be on the
skills necessary to enable students to become proficient in making presentations. All three of
the major areas of presentation will be covered. In the area of physical skills, practice will
be given not only in pronunciation, but also in matters such as the projection of the voice,
appropriate posture, the use of gesture, and eye contact. As for the necessary rhetorical
skills, questions such as content, structure, and coherence will be addressed, though, to this
end, it will be useful to have taken the complementary Academic Writing Course in the first
semester. The third area, visual skills, will deal with the effective preparation of visual
aids, including the use of computer software such as PowerPoint. This course takes a very
practical approach, with much of the time devoted to actual presenting

Class 1: Introduction to the course: Overview of academic presentation

Class 2: Preparation for presentation (1): The sounds of English

Class 3: Preparation for presentation (2): The grammar of English

Class 4: Preparation for presentation (3): The physical message

Class 5: Preparation for presentation (4): The visual message

Class 6: Individual presentation practice: “Waseda University”

Class 7: Individual presentation practice: “Waseda University”

Class 8: Individual presentation practice: topic by choice; English extras (I)
Class 9: Individual presentation practice: topic by choice; English extras (II)

Class 10: Individual presentation practice: topic by choice; English extras (III)
Class 11: Individual presentation practice: topic by choice; idiom and vocabulary (I)
Class 12: Individual presentation practice: topic by choice; idiom and vocabulary (II)
Class 13: Individual presentation practice: topic by choice; idiom and vocabulary (I11)
Class 14: Final presentations; Q&A

Class 15: Final presentations; Q&A; concluding remarks

There is no textbook for this course. The necessary materials will be provided by the teacher

Regular attendance, active participation, and assessment of work in class and at home will form
the basis for evaluation.




