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“The recent change of corporate retirement income systems in Japan and its significance to HRMO Human

Resource Management[] practices”

Abstract

In the 1990's, corporate retirement income systems in our country were forced to radical changes. In the
beginning of the 2000's the government carried out a series of reform plans such as the establishment of the
Defined Benefit Corporate Pension Act and the Defined Contribution Corporate Pension Act, etc. According to
these reform plans, each company could reform their retirement income systems depending on their situation.

Since that time has already past more than five years. During this period, what kind of reform did each
company perform? And how did this reform influence the HRM of these companies? The aim of this paper is to
give an answer to the above problems.

Using the data of Nikkei NEEDS and Japanese Company Handbook] Kaisha Sikiho[l, I analyze changes of
per capita retirement payment liability and per capita salary in about 1,700 listed companies from 2001 to 2006.
The results of the observed changes suggest that the reform of the retirement income systems in our country
does not converge to one direction but is mainly divided into two types. Hence, two types of HRM were also
observed: “the reform type” and “the traditional type”. In addition, I examine the relevance of both types with[]

industries and different company attributes.
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