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Political Economy of Institutional
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http://globalcoe-glope2.jp/

People’s personal desires and their expecta-
tions of themselves and others affect their
behavior. These expectations are most of-
ten influenced by social norms and rules.
When social institutions fail to meet peo-
ple’s wishes, they may become dysfunc-
tional, triggering a vicious cycle: People
will despair and begin to lose confidence
in their social systems. Our research center
tries to identify a society that lives up to
its people’s desires and expectations. Based
on the methodological integration between
politics and economics achieved by the 21
COE-GLOPE (Constructing Open Politi-
cal-Economic Systems), we try to further
blend these two different areas of study, us-
ing “expectation” and “institution” as our
keywords. We are committed to nurturing

professional researchers as well as the peo-
ple who can put to practice the expertise
they possess.

GCOE Leader : Aiji Tanaka
(Professor, Faculty of Political Science and
Economics)
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Japan-US Partnership Reviewed

from a Global Viewpoint
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Organization for Japan-US Studies

BRMFHE

http://www.waseda.jp/nichibei/

For the past 50 years, Waseda has wel-
comed many exchange students each year
from various states in the US and countries
from the Americas, and has signed exchange
agreements with over 100 US universities
and research institutions. The Organization
for Japan-US Studies was established based
on such experiences in a broad-based effort
to internationalize educational opportuni-
ties. US Studies in Japan are now at a cru-
cial turning point. What is required in the
radically changing global geopolitical map is
a more comprehensive and all-inclusive un-
derstanding the analyses where are not re-
stricted to research in limited areas. Fur-

thermore, the need exists for establishment

of a new type of research institution capable
of making policy proposals aimed at prob-
lem-solving. The goal of our organization is
to become a research center that can make
policy proposals by applying strategic studies
of the relationships between the US and the
international community, with a particular
focus on Japan and its position in Asia. In
doing so, we aim to pioneer new research
areas by bringing together researchers of di-
verse backgrounds.
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