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Japan’s largest humanities research
system fosters unique,
multidisciplinary joint studies.

With the guiding motto of “Challeng-
ing a new discipline in human sciences,”
the Graduate School of Letters, Arts and
Sciences has a flexible structure with nu-
merous majors and is one of Japan’s larg-
est humanities departments. The Gradu-
ate School of Education and the Institute
for Advanced Studies in Education provide
both basic training and high-level practi-
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cal programs targeted at developing educa-
tional researchers as well as “practitioners.”
The Graduate School of Teacher Educa-
tion, established in 2008, attracted wide at-
tention. The Graduate School of Japanese
Applied Linguistics is known for its cur-
ricula linked directly with real-time, on-
site education. Some of the full-time facul-
ty members from across various humanities
departments also join in the collaborative
project-based research institutions. For ex-
ample, the Institute of Egyptology, Research
Institute of Distance Learning and Com-
puter Based Testing, Institute for Mongo-
lian Studies, System Competitiveness Re-
search Institute, Historical Institute for
European Civilization and many others en-
gage in multilateral approaches to their re-
search.
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